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contract, would have cost us millions of dollars; 
and after all we brought it down to $450,000, 
githough Congress refused to appropriate $12,000 | 
before the clause got into the bill. 

Mr. BENTON. _All these are good suggestions | 
on the part of the Senator from Alabama; but I 
will M@te briefly what in fact we all know about the 
matter. Some years ago a resolution was adopted 
by the House of Representatives, to authorize the | 
preparation of a synoptical index to all the stat- 


utes, and it was done, after a labor of three years, | 


and we have had the benefit of it. It has been | 


exceedingly beneficial, because it was not a mere || 


reference toa law, but to the provisions of the law. | 
Acthe last session of Congress, I proposed that 
that synoptical index should be continued down 
to the present time, and that it should be double 
indexed. The work has been accomplished; by 
extraordinary exertion it has been prepared, and 
ithas laid upon the table for a month. 





cause | was uowilling that it should be sent to 
the public printer, and printed in the manner in 
which the public documents are executed. I said 
here inmy place that I wished it to lie on the ta- | 
ble, until we could have some communication | 
with some of the printers of law books, particu- 

larly with Little & Brown; and in consequence of 

what I said, one of that firm came on here, and I 

referred him to the Secretary of the Senate, as I | 
made no contracts for the Senate. He communi- | 
cated with the Secretary, and examined the MSS., | 
and he stated that it would make a volume of the | 
ordinary size, which he was willing to supply at 
$3.50 per volume. The Secretary, however, would 
not agree to those terms, because the printer was 
to have an advantage in the work. The volume 
will, to be sure, consist of much rule and figure | 
work; but as the publishers will be interested in 
it, they ultimately consented to furnish twelve hun- 
dred and fifty copies, at $3 a copy, and to execute 
itinagood and substantial manner. The Senator 
from Alabama and myself cordially concur in many | 
things, and in none more than in guarding against 
abuses. In this case, { do not propose that the | 
Senate shall publish this work for distribution 





like public documents ; I simply propose to a | 
y | 


ply the Senate, and to let the booksellers supp 
the wants of the community. I hope the resolu- | 
tion will be adopted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, here is | 
avolume of the laws of the United States, the title | 
of which I wish to read to the Senate: 

“ By authority of Congress, the Public Statutes at Large of 


‘the United States of America, from the organization of the | 
Government, in 1789, to March 3, 1845, arranged in chrono- | 


logical Order, with reference to the matter of each act and | 


the subsequent acts on the same subject, and copious notes | 
from the dicisions of the courts of the United States con- 
sidering these acts, and upon the subject of the laws, with 
an index to each volume, and a full general index to the 
Whole work in the concluding volume, together with the 
Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, 
the Constitution of the United States, and also tables in the 
last volume, containing lists of the acts relating to the judi- 
clary, imposts, and tonnage, and the public lands, &c.; 
edited by Richard Peters, Esq., counselior at law: volume 1. 
Boston: Charles 8. Little and William Brown. ‘The rights 
and interests of the United States in the stereotyped plates 
from which this work is printed are acknowledged. Pub- 
lished according to the provisions of the joint resolutions 


passed March 3, 1845. 

Now, sir, Messrs. Little & Brown were the 
Publishers. I understand the gentleman’s resolu- 
tion to be, to pay them for a new index to this 


Here is a general index in the last of these vol- 
umes to the whole of the volumes, it being the 
eighth. Now, sir, [ am opposed to this resolution, 
Upon the ground that we have an index for each 
of these volumes; and we then have a general 
index in the last volume for the whole of them; 
ne [ venture to say that if Messrs. Little & 
town make another book containing another in- 


work at the rate of three dollars per = 


| dex, it will be just a compilation of all the indexes 






of the p ing volumes, 
amended by the general index in the eighth vol- 
ume, 1am unwilling to make any such book as 
Ma, ne my respects to the gentleman from 

‘ssouri. I recollect very well, when endeavor- 


46 


perhaps somewhat 


| 
|| and statutes at home in Kentucky, and my expe- 


It was || 
on my motion that it was laid upon the table, be- | 
'| sand dollars thrown away, when we have obtained 


|| Secretary’s office, waiting to be printed, and we 


'| without an index; even a little bit of a thing with 
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ing to obtain some statistical information from || 
the Patent-Office a year ago, the honorable Sen- || ; 
ator thought when completed it would not be || under this alleged obsolete law. 1 know that such 
worth more than an old almanac. I dothink that |) cases have occurred. 
these indexes when completed will be nothing more || My attention, and also that of the Judiciary 
than a mere compilation of old matter, and will cost || Committee, has been called to this; and I should 
the country some four or five thousand dollars. || certainly like to know before we publish any more 
Now, when this new index is brought forward || of Messrs. Little & Brown’s works whether these 
it will be useless, unless you have the volume at || errors have been copied or corrected. 1 am decid- 
hand for the law you want. The publishers of || edly of opinion, that before this work is printed it 
this old work, Messrs. Little & Brown, who have || should be submitted to a committee of the Senate, 
already indexed it, or somebody else, are to com- || or some officer of the Government, to ascertain 
plete this new index. | whether or not these errors have been corrected. 
Mr. President, I have had some experience in | This requires both time and experience; and I 
' regard to indexes of decisions of appellate courts || think that both should be applied before we go to 
| the expense of reprinting. If any gentleman can 
vouch for the accuracy of this work, I shall be 
| glad to hear him do so; but I cannot give my 
approbation to the motion to print until somebody 
| can answer the question satisfactorily. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is quite obvious that 
this subject is to take the common lot of other 
questions, and I move that it be temporarily laid 
upon the table, that we may proceed to the con- 
sideration of the deficiency bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSON. 


that this law is obsolete, and although it is not so 
in fact, yet a jury cannot find a criminal guilty 





rience is, that unless you can get a first-rate lawyer 
to make these indexes, it is work thrown away. 
| They as often delude and lead astray, asgive any 
practical information. 1 will not mutiply remarks, 
but it seems to me it would be four or five thou- 





| a double set of indexes to this work. 

| Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky 
| seems to bear in mind a remark I made with re- 
| spect to a plan of his for certain printing, a year 
/ago. I take it all back—the whole of it; I rub it 
all out—I expunge it. [Laughter.] And now, 
having made a clear table, 1 wish to say to the | 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, that Messrs. | 
Little & Brown have made no index at all; the 
| whole work is done, and done under the order of 
the Senate. The whole mass is now lying in the 





I move to proceed to the 
| consideration of the special order, made a day or 
| two since, being a bill to supply deficiencies in the 
| appropriations for the service of the fiscal year, 
! ending the 3i..h of June, 1850. 

} 

| 


: a The VICE PRESIDENT. The first business 
are delayed in the printing because we are not 


willing to incur the expense. It is a thing already in order is the unfinished business of yesterday. 
done, and the printing is what is waited for. 1 | ee ee t he def - lay un the 
cannot recollect how long it is since | first began || EER PEE eee RO Ceneey: See 

to look at collections of laws. I never saw any || .Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable member 
|, allow me to say a word? 

Mr. BICKINSON. Certainly. But I hopehe 
will renew the motion. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I had hoped 
the whole period of legislation from the foundation | that, on account of the pressure for the passage of 
of the Government. This is the first of the kind | the deficiency bill, this subject of raising a com- 
we have had, and any gentleman will find by exam- || mittee on the several sets of resolutions might have 
ination that it is admirably arranged; that we have || been finished eer. Itis in rather an aukward 
under one head, alphabetically arranged, every | position at present. should be glad to have it 
| law passed on any one subject from the founda- || decided in one way or the other. Still, if the 
tion of the Government; and he will see what the | honorable member from New York deems it his 
laws are, and be able to enlighten his mind in | duty to proceed with this revenue or deficiency 
relation to the whole subject. What we have to | bill, as it is called, 1 shall present no objection. 
do is to bring down the work to the close of the | 1 take the occasion to say, however, that after 
present session. Itis altogether better than any | the experience of yesterday, and after it has be- 
ever before published, a thing of very greatconve- || come so very apparent that there is a long train of 
nience, and is now ready to be printed; and this is | propositions, amendments, discussions, and de- 
the way of getting it printed, when we cannot get || bates still to be gone through with, if this matter 
it done in any other way. It will only be neces- || of raising a committee is tobe pressed, I suggest 
sary that the Secretary of the Senate order it to be | now to those gentlemen who feel most interest in 
printed, and we shall have it. | that course of proceeding, whether it is worth 

Mr. DOWNS. I would like to know from tha || while further to press for a committee and a refer- 
Senator from Missouri whether this work has been ] ence. It strikes me that all these things must be 
| 


a blue paper cover has an index. But this is a |, 
| most admirable index, collecting under one head 
everything that relates to any one subject, through 





examined by any legal gentleman, so as to vouch | discussed in the Senate, sooner or later, and there 
for its correctness. I am led to think that it is not | decided. There are three subjects—three questions 
unlikely that a great part of this work may have |, —to be decided. The first naturally is, shal! Cali- 
been copied from the old indexes. 1 have not ex- | fornia be admitted into the Union as she now pre- 
amined the subject at all myself, so as to be able || sents herself and her constitution? The second is, 
to say whether this is the case or not, but I merely | shall there be temporary governments for the 
ask the question for the sake of obtaining informa- | territories? And if thee shall, then the third ques- 
tion. The edition of the laws published by Messrs. || tion is, shall there be in those territorial govern- 
Little & Brown is a very important work, but there || ments the anti-slavery prohibition? Now, | sup- 
are many errors in it; and | am anxious, before a || pose that every gentleman, who reflects for a 
determination is made of this question, to know | moment on the usual course of proceeding, will see 
whether those errors have been copied, or whether | that if the bill for the admission of California be 
E have been corrected. There is a very im- || taken up, the last of these questions will be the 











| 
| 


portant error in the work of Messrs. Little & | first to be decided. If that bill shall be taken up, 
Brown, which ought certainly to be considered || no doubt there will be a proposition to amend it, 
before final action is had by Congress on this || by adding one of the territorial bills. Next, no 
question. The error is this, many laws are marked | doubt, there will be a proposition to amend that 
as obsolete which are not so, and which have been amendment by inserting in the territorial part of 
decided by high tribunals to be still in force. This || the bill what is called the Wilmot proviso. And 
error has created on many occasions great diffi- | this amendment to the amendment will, if this 
culty, especially in criminal cases, where the law || course ene be the first question to be de- 
is required to be strictly construed. Here, for | cided; and the questions may probably be taken 
instance, is a law yet in force, although marked || in this way, as well asin any other. However, 
in this work as obsolete. You produce a book, | sir, my object at present is not to enter into ex- 
published under the sanction of Congress, stating | tended observations. 1 have made an honest effort 


| 
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to conform to the wishes of a part of the Senate, 
who have thought that some good might arise 
from sending these propositions to a committee. 
1 have never been sanguine, as the Senate knows, 
as to any such valuable result; and after the de- | 
bates and votes of yesterday, | see very little pros- 
pect that anybenefit will ensue from pressing the 
vroposal of a refefence to a committee further. | 

ly own opinion is quite the other way. I think, 
as things now stand, nothing can come of it but a | 
freah series of instructions and amendments, bring- 
ing on debates and discussions of which no one 
can see the end. Lam inclined, therefore, for my | 
art, instead of wasting more time on these reso- 
utions, to proceed with the bill or bills, and act 
directly on the several provisions as they may | 
arise. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall move, before 1 | 
close, to lay this subject temporarily on the table. 
I do not believe this deficiency bill will take over 
an hour or two to dispose of it, and the object of 
the Senator may be attained by taking up the sub- 
ject afterward. I would not press this bill if I 
‘did not consider ita matter of public duty. There | 
are many old pensioners in town now, waiting for 
their money, and they cannot get away until this 
bill is passed, It can be taken up and passed in 
an hour, and I therefore move to lay the pending 
suljject on the table. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘The Senator would oblige me if | 
he would withdraw his proposition for a moment. 
I desire to make a suggestion which, I trust, will || 
secure the approval of a majority of the Senate. || 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will withdraw it once | 
more. My patience is not yet exhausted. 1] 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, we are all desirous || 
of arriving at practical results, and of arriving at | 
those results with as little prolongation of the un-¢ 
fortunate delay which has already occurred as‘) 
may be possible. Now, sir, allow me to make a || 
suggestion to those who are opposing the appoint- || 
ment of this committee, with which [ really think, || 
if, as is no doubt the case, they are desirous of 
reaching practical results, they will be disposed to 
comply. On the one hand are those who wish for 
the appointment of the committee; on the other 
those who wish to supersede the committee, and 
take up forthwith the California bill. Now, what 
I suggest is this, that we shall proceed to the ap- 
pointment of the committee; and on that subject, 
sir, allow me to say, in the first place, that if no 
good no harm can come from it. But I believe 
that good will result from it—not to the extent, 
perhaps, that others imagine. A report from 
such a committee as is contemplated to be ap- 
poinied—I speak not of the individual who ad- 
dresses you, for though I shall submit to what 
the Senate may determine, yet I should as lief 
be off it as on it—will be productive of much 
good. I do believe that -such a committee 
should take up the subject in a comprehensive 
point of view, and make a report upon the bills 
which are now before the Senate—such, for ex- 
ample, as the California bill, the territorial bill, 
the fugitive slave bill—making upon each subject 
such recommendations as may appear to the com- | 
mittee proper and useful, and presenting at the 
same time amendments, Some amendments may 
be indispensable. As to this California bill, if we 
pass it, they are indispensable; for if the Califor. | 





nia bill is passed in the.«shape in which it now is, | 
it is a renunciation of all the public domain of the 
United States lying within the limits of California. | 
This committee, | repeat, making suggestions and 
recommendations, and exhibiting a general plan 
for the settlement and compromise of all those 
troubles which now annoy and aiflict us, and pre- 
senting to the country in one collective view, as |, 
to each and every subject—reporting, for example, || 
what I think ought to be done, a bill for the abo- i| 
lition of the slave-trade in this District, and adopt- || 
ing, if you please, the law of Maryland, which 1 
prevails on that subject, and reporting other bills | 
‘and amendments where necessary, and where {| 
they are not, recommending a course of action for | 
the Senate—I do believe that such a report, coming | 
from a committee, constituted of thirteen members | 
of this body, will be attended with very advanta- 


geous and beneficial results to the country. Now, 
we may go on from day to day, and aaa to week, 
in this struggle to avoid a committee, and in the 
attempt to take up the California bill, and it will 
result in nothing bul delay. Sooner or later we 
must arrive at the question whether we will or will || 


nothing whatever. A motion to strike out the ter- | 


fornia to stand alone, would elicit a majority on | 
| the one side or the other; so that nothing is ob- 


| evasion. I pledge myself, if my life is spared, if | 
/no other Senator moves it, to move, when the 
| California bill is taken up, the addition of the ter- |' 
| States. 


_is but for the day or the moment only, for there | j4¢ character or intent of a compact, any State, or people 


| having the political organization of a State, not represented 
|| in this body. 


| or thirty-five Senators of the body, and you can- 


such a report as they shall determine, without at 


| tor will be one of the committee which will act in | 
| be less competent because it adds the remainder of 
| the members of this body to the thirteen—the | 
| tee shall consist. Sir, thatistheright way. That 


| isexactly what I proposed yesterday, in the course | 


| of the remarks that | made in reply to the Senator alone, sir, was what I said. I repeat again, that 


| Kentucky is the right one, and I hope that the | 


the proper cause; it is certainly the fair parlia- | 


|, not unite the California and the territorial bills; for \ 


I, for one, if nobody else does, mean to peepeme \\ 
as an amendment to it the territorial bill. If the | 
majority is against me, be it so; if the majority is || 
with me, I suppose that a submission to the de- | 
cision of the majority in my favor will be acqui- | 


| esced in by the opposing party, with the same | 


promptitude and cheerfulness with which I shall ac- | 
quiesce in the decision of a majority contrary to my 
views—so that nothing is gained by the rejection 
of the committee proposed to be constituted— 


ritorial part of the proposition, and leaving Cali- 


tained by having the California bill reported sepa- 
rately. The union or non-union of the billsis a 
proposition from which there is no escape—no 





ritorial bill. I will not now enter into the consid- 
eration of the propriety of this union, for I have | 
done that heretofore, and I will do it hereafter, and | 
will s:ow additional conservative considerations, in || 


|my view, for the connection of the two subjects | 
| together. I believe that nothing but a great and | 
useless waste of time will result from this unprofit- | 


able struggle to avoid the committee. And gentle- 
men will permit me to say, that if it is avoided, it 


are six or seven Senators now absent who, when | 
present and united with the twenty-eight who voted 
yesterday, will constitute a majority of thirty-three 


not therefore escape the commitiee, or the attempt 
to unite the two bills. Why then waste time in | 
this useless contest, whether the committee shall || 
be appointed to-day or to-morrow, or whether the || 
California bill shall be taken up to-day or to- 





| 


| morrow? The proposition I wish to submit to 
| the Senate, and especially to the Senator from 
|: Missouri is, whether it is not Better to waive all 


Let it be raised. Let the California bill be taken 
up on Monday, after the deficiency bill shall be || 
acted on, and let the committee be delibera- |! 
ting, when the Senate is not in session, on the 


various topics committed to their care, and make 


\| 
: : he ; | 
impediments to the constitution of the committee? 1 
| 


all arresting the progress of the discussion upon 
one or other of the measures. IL submit to the 
Senate, and especially to the Senator from Mis- 
souri, if this is not the best course to pursue? 


Mr. BENTON. That, sir, is the right way. 
That is a fair, open, manly proposition, and it will 
produce a fair test in reference to the conjunction 
or separation of these subjects. Then every Sena- 


the case; and when the bill is referred to the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole Senate, that committee cannot || 


number of which it is proposed the select commit- 





from Massachusetts. There is a very great differ- | 
ence, sir, between offering amendments here in 


|| open Senate, and having them brought in by acom- || 


mittee. The method proposed by the Senator from || 
Senate will pursue that course. If the conjunction | 
of subjects be made by the Senate, I shall of course 

acquiesce—I shall offer no further resistance; but | 
not so if made by the committee. This, sir, is |, 


mentary course; it is in accordance with parlia- } 
mentary practice, And now, sir, | wish to say to 
the Senate, in relation to this subject—for I wish | 
that everything that I contemplate doing shall be 
known beforehand—that in a certain event there 


| 





| may be some amendments which I shall have to 


| 
offer. I have nine amendments, sir, now drawn 
up, and how many more I shal! have occasion to | 
prepare, this deponent saith not, for he doth not | 
know; but there are nine at present, which I do | 
know of, for I have already drawn them up. 


A Senator. Let them be read. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the reading | 
ealled for. \ 


Mr. BENTON. I ask nothing, sir, and object | 
to nothing. {i 


|, question of boundary, or other controversy, 





The amendments were read by th " 
as follows: . Secretary, 


1, With instructions, that in any bill, scheme or ov 
measure or measures they may report, they shall & ther 
nect the admission of the State of California with ayy = 
proposed legislation which shall require the Assent of ver 
other State to its completion. . any 

2. That they shall not connect the admission o 


; ‘ : f the St, 
of California with any measure which is conne eme 


ected with a 


with 
State. any Other 


3. That they shall not connect the admission of the St: 
of California with any other measufe of less dignity thee 
the reception and admission of a sovereign State hee 
new and entire member of this Union. a 

4. That they shall not make California a party to, or j 
any way include or connect her with, any provision . 


nature or intent of a compact relating to slavery, or Na 
slave State or slave territory, other than the compacts of 


the Constitution. 

5. That they shall not make California a party to, or in 
any way include or connect her with, any provision in, tie 
nature or intent of a compact of any description, other than 
the compacts of the Constitution, and those compacts ro. 


, lating to the domain which have been heretofore requircg 


of new States formed out of the territory of the Uniteg 


6. That they shall not report any measure proposing 
alteration in the boundaries of the State of California, 

7. That they shall not make the State of Califurnia q 
party to, nor in any way connected with, or the question o¢ 
her admission in any way connected with or dependent on 
any provision in the nature of a compact which has not beer 
required of either of the following named States : Ohio, {y. 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabayya 
Arkansas, Missouri, lowa, Wisconsin, and Florida. F 

8. That they shall not make a party to, or in any manner 
bind to, include in, or connect with, any provision having 


any 


9. That they shall not connect the admission of the State 


of California with any matter foreign to the admission of 


that State ina direct manner, on a precisely equal footing 
with the original States, and unincumbered with any other 
conditions, responsibilities, or considerations. 


Mr. DICKINSON.’ I move that the whole 


| matter be laid upon the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will now move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the def- 
ciency bill. 

EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KING. Will the Senator waive his mo- 
tion for a moment, to permit me to make a cor- 
rection? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. KING. It is a matter that is certainly of 
very little importance in itself, and yet it might, if 
allowed to pass without notice from me, have the 


| effect of creating the supposition that I had used 


expressions that were disrespectful toward a class 
of persons in this country for whom I entertain 
the highest respect—men whom I know to be pa- 
triotic and high-minded men. I am represented in 
the Unien of this morning as having said that 
I suspected the motives of those individuals who, 
a few years past, entertained a disposition to free 
themsejves from what they and I considered to be 
unjust and oppressive legislation; that I suspected 
their motives, and therefore went in opposition to 
them. What I did say, sir, was, that while I re- 
spected their motives, | thought that the course 
they pursued might be injurious to the country, 
and therefore I went against them: that, and that 


from personal intercourse with those gentlemen, 
and the long acquaintance that I have had with 
them, although they took a course that I did not 
myself approve of, under the circumstances, | do 
not believe there are more upright or more patriotic 
men in the State to which allusion was made. 


DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I now move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the bill to sup- 
ply deficiencies in the appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill ‘* to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1850.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the first ques- 
tion to be on the first of the series of amendments 
reported from the Committee on Finance, viz., (0 
strike out the following: 

« Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to the original plan, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be paid out of 
the patent fund.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. The action of the com- 
mitiee would appear to the Senate to be somewhat 
summary, and it becomes proper, therefore, that 











1850. 








i 





[should state the grounds upon which the majority || Auditor of the Treasury of the Post-Office Depart i} bound to enter upon this plan. 


of the committee acted in proposing to strike out | 


that section of the bill. 
Congress, $50,000 were appropriated for the erec- 
tion of the wings of the Patent Office. The money 
thus appropriated has by the proper disbursing offi- 


At the last session of | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ment. I have seen Mr. Farrelly, and he states 
that, at the time of the introduction of his amend- 
ment, he had in view no plan but the plan I have 
spoken of—a plan drawn by Mr. Mills, and rec- 


/ ommended by Mr. Bufke—for wings of one hun- 
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—— — . 


This being, as he 
understood, the original plan, he accordingly gave 
the necessary orders for commencing these two 











| wings of two hundred and seventy feet length 


each. 
Now, I know it is very easy to censure execu- 


and it would have been no great stretch of execu- 


Teport, made at the closes of the last Administra- 


done? Why, under the general direction and su- || tive power to have held this matter of building in 


2 cers been expended, and a much larger amountex- | dred feet length, at a total cost of $150,000. Being | tive officers; but I have not done so heretofore, nor 

A pended, and an additional appropriation of $90,000 | in favor of that plan, he offered this amendment | do I intend to do so now. I propose to examine 

. js asked, for the purpose of proceeding with the | in accordance with the policy of accommodating | his positions, however, and see whether he ought 

, puilding, and this appropriation was made by the bill | the Patent-Office in their business. He did not | not to have acted otherwise, Being in a new and 

1 asit came from the House of Representatives. The | draw up the'amendment himself, but, according to | Unorganized department, and charged with the 

' action of that portion of the committee, who favored || his recollection, it was handed to him by some | performance of various duties that were devolved 

. . striking out of that section, was founded upon || one around him; and he, supposing it carried out upon him, he doubtless did not have time to give 
the strit ne ai pp rie ; : : £ 

e the belief that there had been very great wrong '| his views, and the views of the Commissioner, | It as much attention as was desirable; but if he 

y committed by some one—to call the error by ‘no |.and that the additions ought to be made to the had looked into any portion of the history of the 

t harshername—practically, in regard to the erection | office as proposed, offered it, and it was adopted. | action of Congress, or to the circumstances which 

’ of this building upon its present plan. When Here is what Mr. Farrelly said at the time, and I surrounded it, he must have seen that the struc- 

P that building was first projected, a plan was | would call the attention of the Senate to his re- ture in progress was neither justified by the letter 

: framed, or sketched, or drawn up by an architect, | marks: nor spirit of the appropriation. It was undoubt- 

j during or about the period of the administra- « Mr. Farrelly, in explanation, said the necessity of an || edly done mainly under the advice of the architect, 

! tion of General Jackson, which it seems to have | enlargement of the Patent-Otice building has been urged | and he is mainly responsible for it to his principal; 
been supposed would at some future period be | = the Comenaeionne ot Foes in = repeme of ve ae yet | must say, with all due respect, that, in my 

y ° ; > : ; ree years. 1e ainendment is stiniiart to te one oferec 1 > . » 
carried into reno an plan, as a whole, || a: the tast session. The law requires 9 classification of the potent it was the duty of the Secretary of the 

a contemplated a quadrangular nuilding, one facing | models; but in consequence of want of room, no classifica. | Interior, when he saw the comparatively small 

c on F street, as does the present building, the | tion can be made. ‘The models are piled upon each other, || amount appropriated of fifty thousand dollars, in 

: i own Eicht t anti | SO as to be useless to persons wishing to examine them, and | j i y 

n centre looking a — and fronting | a cause of delay to the examiners, who are obliged to have contrast with thie or eed enormous outlay, e 

“ . se ts 2 e) 8, W , ed to hav : : : . : 

. also on Seventh and on Ninth streets, and on G || access to them. There is not sufficient room for the con. || 2@¥e inquired into the facts which induced Con- 

y sireet, with a court in the centre. This is what || venient accommodation of the officers. ‘The upper hall is | gress to make it. If he had inquired of his imme- 
has been termed by some the original plan—the | occupied by the collections of curiosities of the Exploring || diate superintendent at the Patent-Office—the head 

r shole idea being based upon the future action of | Expedition and National Institution. It is understood that | of that bureau—he would have learned from Mr. 

g Ww the swenci f th ais hould || these-can be removed to the Smithsonian building in two or || Burke th f th | ‘ ded d 

; Congres, a8 the CXIZeNCtes OF rhe occasion show three years ; but if the number of applications for patents urke the nature of the plan recommended to an 

d require. The present Patent Office building was || increase in the same ratio as they do now, there will not be || adopted by Congress; and that it was a plan pro- 

‘ ubstantial on that pla ine || room for a proper arrangement of the models within the || viding o ing j 2 

: erected substantially t plan, and nothing prope prone’ payee m iding only for wings one hundred feet in length, 

2 ; ce ad M . | hall. ne models should be so arranged as to give an ob- : S 

if further was done until —_ the last session of | server a distinct view of each model in the case. There aE of one hundred and fifty thousand dol 

g Congress. During the time of Mr. Ellsworth’s | are a sufficient number of patented models to fill the Hall, if lars. If he had consulted the files of the Patent 

f administration of the Patent Office, he recom- | arranged in this manner, and it would take at least four Office, he would have there found the plan of the 
mended, from time to time, that there should be Bon sy pep epene to aoe pomp ponpetie, one now oc- | officer upon which Congress acted. If he had 

“4° Tee Bin 7 pied in the room appropriated to them. In three years : > , 

e an addition to that building of one wing—no par- || gy thousand additional models will probably be collected’ looked into the Patent Office reports, he would 
ee coe ae as to its ength ee rane require more room than the present building pt me aa secemennanes year after pent 
breadth, or height. e simply recommended the | could furnish. - Now, while oO not desire to be censorious, 

e erection of one wing, for the purpose of accom- | cee soeeatc es het, seceeten a _ onert of * | must say that this strikes me asa strange departure 

, ; : | Co sioner, amé ad st of January 8, to ; j ; 

i modating the business of the Patent Office, and | upward of $207,000. The surplus of the ehiedht Seah, over from the right and usual mode of proceeding, when 
forno other purpose. Mr. Burke has since held || all expenses, exceeds $8,000, which gives upward of such vast results depend, and that Congress should 
the office of Commissioner of Patents, and while |! a wae the naan the hk pow a ane, not sanction it. But whoever sanctions, for one 

. : Miice fund. The estimate of the architect of the cost of , 

, holding a“ office er eng . : — of || erecting the two Wings, according to (he original plan, te || I _ oats, eva grt: , 

. his annual reports an addition to the Patent Office. | $150,000. The Patent-Office fund is set apart by law for || wih Gite my reasons Way f.nAve: cuggeay 

| He recommended that the wings should be made | the use of the office. No more appropriate expenditure || that this course is not according to the letter or 
one hundred feet in length, running back toward | can be made of this fund than providing necessary build- | spirit of the law. The original sketch or plan, I 

7 FEE G sect, and he employed an architect, Me. | ing or the traction of busines of we office, andthe | would remark, has been brought here, and L pre 

Robert Mills—the very person who is the archi- || vy = A sume every one has seen it, and have desired to 

f tect upon, and has had charge thus far of, the || I read these remarks and state these facts to look at it. Many Senators no doubt have been 

i stracture now in progress—to prepare him a plan, | show the clearly-defined intention of Congress. | importuned by their friends and influential citizens 
which he did in 1845, whereby the two wings | It was all that was said upon that oceasion. He || residing here—I know that | have—to have the 

e were projected ninety-eight or one hundred feet in speaks of it as according to the original plan, | present plan carried forward; and if I were legis- 

: length, and the entire expense of the structure, || regarding Mr. Burk’s as such; for he gives both ‘| lating to gratify personal friends, and I had taken 

, when completed, to amount to $150,000. || dimensions and cost in conformity with it. And it | an oath to carry out their wishes, | might have 

: I have seen the late Commissioner, and con- || may well be said, that if it was intended ever to || yielded to their solicitations; but 1 do not under- 

' versed with him on this subject, and he says that | erect the quadrangular building, this was so far in stand that I have a right to consult private feel- 

. he desired Mr. Mills, in making his estimate, to harmony with it. ‘ihe present plan of construc- || ings, in regard to public measures, and therefore 

" be sure and have it strictly correct, in order that || tion is carried on under the supervision of Mr. R. | I shall discharge the duty which | owe to my po- 

‘| the expense might not exceed theestimate: This 1 Mills, architect—the same gentleman who made |, sition as a responsible legislator, and a member of 

“ plan and estimate Commissioner Burke commu- || the plan and estimate for Mr. Burke, of which 1 | the Finance Committee. There is no doubt this 

. nieated to Congress in 1845, with his annual re- || have already spoken. He therefore knew of it. || original plan, as it is called, contemplated that the 

a port, and recommended its adoption. Mr. Mills, | He knew what the commission intended, and had | building should extend around the whole square; 

, in his estimate, uses the following language in | g00d reason to know that Congress had in view || but it was just as much a part of that pian, in m 

i submitting his plan and estimate to the Commis- | this plan, and no other. The plan now being | judgment, to put up the building on G street, as it 

! sioner: || executed under the general direction of the Secre- || was to build on Seventh and Ninth streets through 

: a sgethiy to your peqaatt, I have he honor to make || tary of the Interior, and under the immediate con- || to G street. If there had been nodiscretion in the 

’ le following statement in relation to the plan submitted || trol of Mr. Mills, makes the wings of the Patent || Secretary to depart from the original plan of this 

th for y side i iti ‘ , a S ” | on an y P - £ t , ‘ a 

wslOae wonders of the propated additions to the Fat- | Office, instead of ninety-eight or one hundred feet |, building, then I contend he should have carried out 

lo “Ist. On the estimates.—The east and west wings, each || in length, two hundred and seventy feet in length, || the orignal plan in full, to itsextremest limits. If he 
ic Me tnt deep and 70 feet front, made thoroughly fire-proof, || each going through to G street; and instead of an |) felt authorized to extend the wings under construc- 
Ue present, will cost ae eee mate g150,000 || estimate of $150,000, the lowest asking estimate || tion, in view of their entire occupancy at some 

Or the west wing,which has an extra story.880,000’—|| Of the architect, not his taking one, is $600,000; || future period, he should have carried it out en- 

The east WINg....cccccesccceceece recess 20,000 | and I am advised by good mechanics here, who || tirely. 1 thought, even under the view taken, the 

n- ; ——— $150,000 || are practical builders, that it will no doubt cost at || Secretary might have started only one wing, and 

p- He then goes on to describe the various apart- || least $1,250,000 to complete the wings. Here, || that might have been more speedily completed for 
ments it will contain. I have the original plan, || then, instead of the $150,000 expenditure contem- || use, and with less expense and more economy; but 
which was placed atthe time of its submission on | plated by the Commissioner of Patents, when the | he states that he thought the law required him to 

le, the files of the Patent-Offiee, and which, being an || erection of the wings was first proposed, a plan || start both, because it said wings,and not wing, 
" official paper, must have remained there, as well || has been entered upon that will involve an ex- | and that he had authorized one to be carried no 
he es in the official reports of the department, ever | penditure, at the lowest estimate, of $600,000; | higher than the ground wall. [ still think that 
since. This plan accompanied Mr. Burke’s re- || and we must all be blind to experience, and the | when this small appropriation was made, the Sec- 
og ports, made in December, 1845, and he has referred || evidences about us, not to see that it will swell up | retary of the Interior should have inquired into 
nts to that plan from time to time in his annual re- | to double that amount if carried on as at semen | what was manifesily the intention of Congress, 
to ports, and urged its adoption, even up to the last | contemplated. Now under whose direction is this 

‘ , \| 

ice tion. The last Congress, acting upon his recom- |) pervision of the Secretary of the Interior, end || consideration until Congress had assembled. But, 

Sendations appropriated $50,000 toward the erec- |, under the immediate supervision of this architect, || sir, it is a part of the practice of the times to get a 

‘on of the wings of the Patent-Office. The || Mr. Mills. The Secretary of the Interior, in a |, smali appropriation from Congress in money— 

m- enen to an appropriation bill, which rec- |, brief conversation which I had with him, and sub- || whether a penny or a pound, it matters: not—and 
‘mended the erection of these wings, was intro- || sequently in a written communication to me; stated | then to start off with out-door lezislation, com- 

hat duced b y — q y _ i | . 

sat ‘ y a member of Congress from Pennsylva- || that upon examination of the law, and what he || mence the work, expend as much of the public 
nf, the Hon. Mr. Farrelly, who is at present || ascertained about the original plan, he felt himself |) money as is set apart, and go in debt twice as 

















much more, mingle up the laborers of the country, 
and then importune Congress to drive through 
further appropriations for their benefit. The argu- 
ment is advanced that so mach has been expended, 
and so much. done, that it is better to sanction it, 
and attend to the nextabuse. It is best, say they, 


now that it is commenced to finish it; otherwise || 


there will be great loss. Well, sir, | think that in 


cases of a character like the present, we should | 


make it a question of public morals, and bear the 
lors. We might lose money for the present, 
though I do not believe it, by stopping this work; 
it would be economy in the end, because it would 
be a lesson to Congress to legislate in the future 
with more care; and it would be a benefit to those 
who put our laws in execution, because it would 
teach them to examine them with greater care, and 
learn contractors not to rely for labor and mate- 


rials upon this loose and uncertain compensation | 


in future, which many are pleased to term the faith 
of Congress. The external pressure to get this 
through, I am aware, is very great. I have been 
waited upon by public officers, and by committees 


of laboring men; and we all know that this is a || 


part of the machinery which is used in cases of 
this character. I deny pay to no contractor—to 
no laborer. I would give to the poor and honest 
laborer every farthing of his due. 1 would pay 


to every honest and fair contractor his just award, || 
and the sun should not go down ere those dues were | 
obliterated; but I will sanction no departure from 


what is manifestly the right course of procedure, 
because of this external pressure, nor shall the two 
subjects be connected, so far as I am concerned. 
Let us look a little into this question of allowing 
the contractor to proceed at his pleasure. Honest 


laborers have been for months without money, || 
and but for the assistance of brokers, almost at | 


the point of starvation, because of the course pur- 
sued. They could get no money, because there 
was no appropriation; and if they worked, and as 
the work was going on they desired to work, they 


were compelled to take certificates for their work, | 


which they were forced to have shaved to their 


own great pecuniary loss, in order to obtain neces- | 


saries for their families. Sir, it was wrong to go 
beyond the appropriation. | think it was the duty 
of the executive officer to have forbidden the carry- 


ihg forward of this building a single day beyond the || 
time when the appropriation became exhausted. | 


It has been thought otherwise, however. The 
Secretary of the Interior says he directed other- 


wise, and the architect does not admit that he | 
encouraged it; but, like many other things, it was | 


nobody’s fault. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will my colleague allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
the statement that was made by m 
when he says the Secretary of the 
rected otherwise. 1 wish to be informed in what 
respect he directed otherwise? 

Mr. DICKINSON. He informed them that the 
appropriation was expended as I understand it, 
and that the work could not or should not pro- 
ceed. Butitdid goon. I say, I think he should 
have forbidden them to go on; he should have 
prevented them from going further; he should 


have turned them out of possession. That is what | 
He did, it is true, | 


I think he should have done. 
direct them not ta proceed, but they nevertheless 


wenton. The result is, as | have already said, | 
that the laborers have been left without their pay || 
for a number of months; some of them have had | 
to sell their certificates; some have had to use | 


their credit in the-market, and at the groceries, as 
best they could, for their daily subsistence; and it 
has brought upon them much distress—a thing 
which the circumstances of the Government cannot 
justify. This Government is neither dishonest nor 
& pauper Government. They have a disposition as 
wellas theability to pay the laborer his hire, and no 


gentleman of respectability would fora moment jus- | 
tify or tolerate, where he had the control, the with- | 


holding of the value of their labor from those who 
are employed on the public works. And I cannot 
justify the conduct of public officers who incur 
obligations for labor, or permit them to be incur- 
red, without having the means of discharging such 
obligations, making outlays so far beyond the 
appropriations, allowing the work to go on with 
no money to pay for it; contractors to issue certi- 
ficates; make them a currency for the laborers, 


Ido not clearly understand | 
y colleague || 
nterior di- | 
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|| until the half-starved laborers are driven to impor- 
| tune Congress to pass a law to pay them, which 
they would not think of passing for any other 
| reason. 
‘| Now, I will atate some reasons why I think it 
| must have been clear to every one, who took the 
pains to examine the subject, that Congress never 
intended to go upon any such plan. 1} take first 
the question in regard to the patent fund itself. 


The amount of the patent fund, on the first of || 


January, 1849, was $216.468 83. At the last 
session, Congress appropriated out of this fund 


|| $50,000 toward the wings of the Patent Office. It |, 
/ was estimated by the Commissioner of Patents, || 


and Mr. Robert Mills, the architect who has now 
the charge of this great and extravagant structure, 
that the residue of the entire expense of construct- 
| ing the Patent Office wings would be $100,000, 
| leaving a balance in the patent fund of $66,468 83, 
‘|| when they were completed and ready for use. 
| From the first of January, 1849, to the first day of 
| January, 1850, the receipts of the Patent Office were 
| $3,037 34, which raised that fund to $69,505 17. 
The bill of the House proposes an appropriation 
'| of $90,000 more out of the patent fund, which will 
|| make $140,000 out of that fund altogether, for the 
| last year and this. Now let us look at the finan- 


| cial question connected with the patent fund—for || 
no one contemplates taking the money out of the | 
Treasury of the United States. The arguments of || 
the Commissioner, and the language used in Con- | 


| gress at the time of making the appropriations, 
show that the supposition was, that the patent fund 


It was considered a self-sustaining fund. 
| suppose you take the amount estimated by the 
| out of the patent fund, which, when we commenced 
| upon it, was only $216,468 83, taking out enough 
| to cover the lowest estimate, it will swallow up the 
| 


|| patent fund to commence with, and leave a debt of 
| $383,531 17, which, with interest at six per cent., 
would be $23,011 87, with a net annual income 
of only $3,036 34, taking last year as a guide to 
pay it with. Such would be the result of taking 
the $600,000, if no larger sum, ‘* owt of the patent 
| fund.’’ It is clear that neither the Executive de- 
partment nor Congress intended to authorize any 
such structure: 

Ist. From the plan and estimate of Commis- 
| sioner Burke, upon which Congress acted, made 
| up by Mills, the architect, who conducts the pres- 
ent plan, and on file in the Patent Office. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ' 
| 


} 


the amendment giving the dimensions of the build- 
ing and the cost at $150,000. 


with the enormous cost. 

4th. That the expense of the addition was to be 
‘taken out of” a fund amounting to only about 
| one third the lowest estimated cost of the present 
plan—the cost being $600,000, and the fund ** out 
of which it is to be taken”? $200,000. 

5th. The absence of all recommendation from 
any quarter whatsoever for such an addition, of 
all knowledge that any such work was contem- 
plated, and of all necessity for it for any purpose, 
and especially the purpose for which the appro- 
priation was recommended, and actually made, to 
accommodate the business of the Patent Office. 

Bat Mr. Ewbank, the present Commissioner, 
speaks of it in this way: 

* These additional structures are not required for the 


date other branches of the Government, and those better 
able to pay forthem. After contributing $108,000 to erect 
the present building, it is deemed manifestly wrong to ab- 
| sorh what has always been considered the inventors’ own 
|| fund, to increase the facilities of other departments. When 
| the upper saloon of the present building, (more than one 
| third, and by far the best part of the whole,) temporarily oc- 

cupied by the collections of the exploring expedition and 
| the National Institute, is restored to the office, on the com- 
pletion of the Smithsonian Institute, to which the collection 
is to be removed, no further accommodation, as regards 
room, will be required by this bureau.” 


| I suppose he speaks ex cathedra, but I would 
|| like to know on what authority. Certainly not 
| upon authority derived from Congress. This 


i} 


|| work, as I have said, was supposed to be for the 
|| benefit of the Patent-Office; but this efficial says 
| not only that it was not intended for the Patent- 
| Office, but that it was intended for a department 
which was much better able to pay the expense 
of building. Why, then, did they not say so at 


first, and take the money out of the patent fund ? 





| 





would be sufficient to sustain the whole charge. | 
Now, | 


architect as necessary for completing the structure | 


2d. The remarks of Mr. Fatrelly on proposing | 


3d. The small amount appropriated compared 


proper business of the office, but are intended to accommo- | 


| This fund was appropriated, or intended to be a : 

propriated, to purposes of science; and if thi 
| additional structure is intended for a department 
_ better able to pay the expense, they should have 
paid “t, and not taken the money from the patent 
| fund. Sir, this was never heard of in the comm 

nications from the Patent-Office, or any euecntine 
department, and in the language of Mr. Farrel! ; 
! who reported the amendment in the other Raeae’ 
| , 
} 


is significant, clear, and distinet, and shows that 
| 1t was intended for the Patent-Office, and for no 
| other purpose. 
| But, further: Mr. Ewbank says, “ No further 
accommodation, as it regards room, is required in 
i this bureau;’’ that is, the Patent-Office. Thi, 
|| great structure is not wanted for the purposes of 
_ the Patent-Office at all, but for other departments 
better able to pay than that office is; and we haye 
a bill before us appropriating $90,000 of this fang 
| belonging to inventors, for the purpose of makings 
| this structure, or of contributing to it, for the 
| benefit of another department that is better able 
| to pay. 
| Sir, the Secretary of the Interior in his annual 
| report speaks on this subject as follows: 
| The report of the Commissioner of Patents, which wi} 
|| be presented at an early day, will show a large surplus fund 
|| accumulated from their contributions, a part of which was 
appropriated at the last session of Congress ‘toward the 
| erection of the wings of the Patent-Office building.” No purt 
of this addition is considered necessury for the use of that 
office. Instead of thus directing this fund to a general pur- 
|| pose of the Government, it would seem but just to apply it 
| as the Commissioner recommends, or in such other manner 
that the wisdom of Congress may suggest, for the encour. 
agemeni of the inventive aris, and the reward of sucecssfy} 
inventors.”? 

Now, I inquire emphatically and significantly, 
where did the suggestion originate that this build- 
|| ing was to be erected for any other purpose than 
i} ° . 
|| for the Patent Office? If it was not wanted for 
|| this purpose, there was no urgency for it, and it 
|| certainly might have rested without detriment until 
| the meeting of Congress, when it could have ex- 
1 plained the meaning of the law, if it could not be 
| 
| 





understood; but it seems to me there was no difi- 
|| culty in the matter in the way of any one who 
|| would examine it. 

|| TT have no feeling, sir, on this subject, except an 
|| official one. All who are connected with this 
| building are strangers tome. I know not the face 
| of a single individual, or at least did not until this 
|| measure came under my consideration as a meni- 
|| ber of this committee. Numerous friends have 
|| desired me, now that the work has commenced 
'| and gone so far, to let it go on, because otherwise 
its stoppage would give rise to much expense. 
But, sir, for that very reason [ would not allow it 
to proceed. 1 propose that this work should be 
carried ont in the manner in which it was intended 
to be carried out in the original bill. 1 am for 
bringing it back in conformity to that official and 
authentie plan of the Commissioner of Patents. 
I would cheerfully pay these honest laboring men; 
have an estimate made with the contractors, and 
after settling with them, start out anew. Afier 
this matter shall be stricken out, I propose to offer 
an amendment, providing that the building shall go 
up on the plan recommended 7. Commissioner 
Burke, the plan adopted by the House of Repre- 
sentatives originally, taking down such parts as g0 
beyond this. I shall propose in my amendment 
to appropriate the sum of $50,000; and if thatis 
not enough, the sum of $100,000; at any rate, an 
amount sufficient to pay contractors and laborers, 
to complete the work, and take down what was 
unauthorized and is useless. 1 wish, sir, to be 00 
record in the most unmistakable terms against this 
| out-door legistation, in making appropriations that 
| are againstall reason. 1 know that the contractors 
| 


| 
! 
| 








were anxious to go on and make money, and of 
this I do not complain, for that is the case with all 
contractors; and | am for indemnifying all honest * 
contractors for all the labor done, and all damage 
actually sustained by a change. ‘ 

The amendment, as I have before said, which ! 
|| propose to introduce in the place of the presen! 
| amendment, provides that this work shall proceed 
} 





and be finished in conformity to the intention and 
plan of the last Congress, which made the appro 
priation that has now run out, referring to the 
_ plan of the Commissioner, which certainly cannot 
|| be mistaken for one which for a quarter of a cel- 
‘tury had been sleeping, and was only exhumed 
when Congress had closed its session. It wes 
then found to be so controlling as to admit of »° 
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jelay or modification; and although it contempla- 
ed a dark rich stone, it was found convenient and 
ystifiable to change it for costly and glaring | 
‘vhite marble, which, contrasted with the grayish 
freestone of the building on F street, is, in my || 
view, in very bad taste, to say the least. 





| trust, sir, that T have made myself understood. 
fam opposed to taking this patent fund to con- 
struct buildings for any other purpose than for 
the purpose of the Patent Office. I know it may 
pe said that it is objectionable that it should pay || 
rent. I have spoken on this subject heretofore. 
Jam opposed to the system of paying rent by this || 
Government; but the Government had better pay 
rent till doomsday, than permit this lavish and | 
profligate expenditure of public money for what is 
not required. ne ; a 
Now, the plain proposition all ends in this: | 
Congress intended to expend $150,000 for the || 
henefit of the Patent Office; and those who have the || 
management have undertaken a work that will | 
cost, at the lowest estimate, $600,000, and one | 
that is not wanted for any purpose, much less for 
the Patent-Office; and this cannot be argued away, 
or glossed over. 
With this explanation, I have done. If the 1 
Senate choose to take the responsibility of making 
the appropriation, { shall have done my duty in | 
opposing It. 
Mr. PEARCE. I was one of the members of | 








the Committee on Finance that did not concur in 
the recommendation to strike out, and I do not 
concur in many of the views that have just been | 
presented by the chairman of the committee. If | 
Congress are disposed, sir, to retrace their steps, || 
to repeal their legislation, to undo what they have 
done, and to leave the wreck of the present wings 
of the Patent Office building as a monument of 
legislative folly, why be itso; bat it will be a mon- 
ument of their folly, and of the folly of nobody 
else. If we look into the legislation of Congress, 
inregard to this business, we shall see, to be sure, 
agood many surprising things; but we shall find || 
nothing that criminages y member of the present 
Executive. Now, sir, I differ from the chairman 

of the Finance Committee in this: The chairman | 
thinks that the Secretary of the Interior should | 
not have authorized the erection of this building | 
upon the plan on which it has been progressing; 
he thinks that he ought to have stopped it, and to 
have adopted a different plan, which he has sug- 
gested; and that, in consequence of the smallness 
of the appropriation, the Secretary of the Interior 
should either have confined himself to that other 
plan, or to the erection of a single wing. Now, 
sir, if you look at the act of Congress, which was 
the sole guide for the direction of the Secretary, 
you will find this provision: ‘* Toward the erec- || 
‘tion of the wings of the Patent Office building, || 
‘eceording to the original plan, and under the 
‘direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $50,000, 
‘to be paid out of the patent fund,” &c. This 
language is so plain that no one can misunder- | 
stand it. Let me ask, then, what was the duty of | 
the Secretary of the Interior, when he proceeded 

to carry out the provision in the act of Congress 

which | have read? Undoubtedly, the first thing 

was to ascertain what was the original plan. 

Well, for that purpose, he might very well have 

sent, as [| presume he did send, to the office of the 

Commissioner of Public Buildings, to ask what 
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information was to be found there touching the plan 
of the building. I take leave to say here that the 
original plan was the only one—that is to say, the 
only plan ever adopted by the Executive, or recog- 
nized by any legislation of Congress. I was a 
member of the House of Representatives at the 
time of the passage of the law under which it 
was erected. Its history is this: In 1836 Con- 
gress authorized the erection of new Patent Office 
buildings, according to a plan to be adopted and 
approved of by the President of the United States. 
n pursuance of that law, General Jackson in- 
vited plans for such a building to be sent to him. 
Several plans were sent in. He adopted one 
pared by Mr. Elliot, an architect very well 
hown in this city; a copy of whose draft was 
at the time exhibited in Congress, and hung up 
about this building, and is at this time hanging 
in the room of the Finance Committee. General 


Jackson adopted that plan, and Congress two 
bg afterward passed an eine by which 


r. Elliot was paid 
Plan, adopted by 


or the drawing. That 
General Jackson under tte 


. 
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original law, was the only one ever recognized by 


Congress, and although the sanction of Congress 
was not necessary, it was given by the act author- 
izing the payment to Mr. Elliot. Upon that plan 
the present structure, so far as it goes, was erected, 
and Congress, from time to time, voted large 
sums—over $400,000—for its completion. Now, 
bear in mind that this is the only plan known to 
the legislation of Congress—the only one that 
ever received the spprobation of the Executive, to 
whose discretion it was referred, and that all the 
other plans spoken. of by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance are merely things projected 


by individuals unknown, under the law, as neither 


Mr. Burke, Mr. Ellsworth, nor anybody else, 
had any power, from Congress or otherwise, to 
adopt a new plan or modify the original one. 
Now, all this was ascertained by the Secretary of 
the Interior. As soon as he proceeded to execute 
the section of the law which I have read, he had 
to send to the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
for all the information there, and to the Patent 
Office for the original drawing, and to apply the 
money appropriated by Congress to the erection 
of wings according to the original plan. If he 
had departed from that plan, he would have vio- 
lated his duty. If he had undertaken to suspend 
the work, because the appropriation was not so 
large as he in his wisdom thought that Congress 
should have made, he would have been guilty 
of a usurpation of the authority of Congress, or 


' have been chargeable with a dereliction of duty 
| for which he would undoubtedly have received the 


condemnation of all parties. e knew his duty 
better. He knew that it did not pertain to the 
heads of departments to repeal or suspend acts of 
Congress, and to depart from the plan which Con- 
gress, or the Chief Magistrate under its authority, 
had adopted and prescribed. 

1 admit, sir, as the chairman of the Finance 
Committee has very properly and truly stated, 


| that Congress blundered in this matter at the last 


session, as they often do. An honorable member 
of the House of Representatives, who was doubt- 
less entirely ignorant of the effect of his own 
amendment, stated in a speech upon this subject— 
and I do not remember that any other speeches 
were made upon it in that body—that, accordin 

to the calculations of an able and eaputlenent 
architect, $150,000 would erect wings for the Pat- 
ent Office building. He did not say, nor could he 


| have said, that that sum would defray the expense 


of wings, constructed according to the original plan, 
hut he referred no doubt to that plan of a restricted 
and diminished building, which had been sug- 
gested by Mr. Burke, and which the chairman of 
the Finance Committee tells you, on the authority 
of the present Commissioner of Patents, is not 
necessary for the Patent Office, while it is entirely 
insufficient for the accommodation of the other 
offices proposed to be put in that building when 
completed. The Senator from New York has asked 
by whose authority and with whom originated the 
plan for accommodating other public offices in the 
building? The Commissioner of Patents says that 
the present structure is sufficient to accommodate 


| the Patent Office proper; so that it must necessa- 


rily be supposed that the wings were intended for 
some other purpose; and no other purpdése would be 
consistent with the erection of such a public build- 
ing but thé accommodation of some other of the 
public offices; and as there are a good many of the 
public offices at present located in buildings in the 
city, rented for that purpose at an annual expense of 
more than $20,000, most of which are neither suit- 
able nor convenient, | think it was but reasonable 
for the Secretary of the Interior or the Commis- 
sioner of Patents to suppose that it was intended to 


accommodate other public offices in this building... 


But they take nothing out of the hands of Con- 
gress; they usurp no authority when they enter- 
tain that opinion; it is but an opinion, and they 
cannot be reproached with a dereliction of duty 
for holding that opinion. I admit that, in passing 
this appropriation at the last session, Congress 
did not know what they were about; that they did 
not know what the original plan was, or what the 
erection of the wings would cost; but in all that, 
they did nothing more than what they have done, 
in a hundred other cases, or as often as public 
buildings have been erected. I recollect.that eight 

ears ago, when [ was a member of the House of 

epresentatives, a proposition was submitted that 
no appropriation for any public building should 
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be made until the plan and an estimate of the cost 
had been presented to Congress, and approved 
of; but it was thought Congress could not well 
tie its own hands in this way; so the subject was 
dropped. 

_Now, I said there was something curious in the 
history of the Patent Office building, and I think 
I will relate it. In 1836 a bill passed this body for 
the erection of a new Pategt Office, which appro- 
priated $108,000 for the er@ction of the building, 
and the proper furniture for it. That bill failed in 
the House of Representatives; but an amendment 
to the general appropriation bill was passed, a 
propriating the same sum, and limiting the whole 
expense for building and furniture to $108,000, 
and submitting to the President of the United 
States the selection and adoption of the plan on 
which it was to be erected. Congress was more 
liberal and obedient to the Executive then than 
now. They allowed a wider latitude and con- 
struction, a larger discretion; and permitted the 
Executive in those days to assume a little re- 
sponsibility, which now would be visited with 
heavy punishment. The old General, regarding 
good taste, public spirit, and national magnifi- 
cence more than the stinted economy of Con- 
gress, in directing the erection of a building to 
cost $108,100, adopted the plan of Mr. Elliot, 
which, I suppose, will cost not far from $1,000,000, 
and Congress very meekly kissed the rod with 
which he chastised them, and in about eight 
months after, passed a bill for another $100,000, 
without a word of rebuke or reproach from any 
man of éither party in either branch of Congress. 
These appropriations were repeated from time to 
time, until the present structure—less than a quar- 
ter of the building proposed by General Jackson— 
was completed at a cost of about $450,000. That 
was the liberal way in which we did things ten 
years ago. 

Now, the Secretary of the Interior does not take 
it upon himself to be quite so liberal and mag- 
nificent as all this. He is content with looking to 
the letter of the law, and following it just as close 
as he can. He sent for a copy of the original 

lan, and for General Jackson’s instructions to 

r. Mills, a copy of which I hold in my hand, 
After adopting the plan of Mr. Elliot, which he 
says Mr. Mills is to follow, he says: 

“ T further appoint Robert Mills as architect to aid in form- 
ing the plans, making proper changes therein from time to 
time, and seeing tothe erection of said buildings, in substan- 
tial conformity to the plans hereby adopted, which are in 
theirgeneral outlines to be, as to the Treasury building, that 
plan annexed by said Mills; ard as io the Patent Office, that 
annexed by Mr. Elliot—the former building to be erected 
on the old site, and the latter one on the square north of the 
Post Office. ANDREW JACKSON,” 

Now, sir, when the Secretary of the Interior 
had got the plan of Mr. Elliot, and these instruc- 
tions of General Jackson, and was proceeding to 
carry out the act of Congress, what could he do— 
what ought he to have done—but to appoint an 
architect and enter into contracts, in conformity 
with thelaw, to erect these wings of the Patent Office 
upon the original plan. He had no discretion to 
adopt a new plan, or to vary the old one—to begin 
one wing out loos the other untouched; but asa 
prudent man he took this step; he directed the ex- 
cavation to be made for the wing on the west side 
of the building, and the foundations to be laid, so 
as to be prosecuted rapidly in the ensuing sum- 
mer, if it pleased Congress to make the necessary 
appropriations; and with regard to the eastern 
wing, the foundations were laid, and the building 
carried up a few feet above the surface. 

The construction naturally put on the act of 
Congress was, that as he was to.proceed with the 
erection of both wings, and not to exceed the 
sum of $50,000 of expenditure, until Congress 
should meet again, it must have been the intention 
of Congress to have the foundations of the wings 
prepared, so as to be ready to be proceeded with 
next summer, when a further appropriation might 
be made, and to go on with the other wing as fast 
as the appropriation would permit. Atall events, 
this seemed to be the most discreet and judicious 
mode of applying the funds voted by Congress. 
This he did, and when the appropriation was out, . 
he directed all expenditure on the building to cease; 
and it is no fault of his that the work went on 
through an arrangement between the contractors 
and the laborers. The laborers were unwilling at — 
the beginning of the winter, or at the close of the 
fall, to leave this place, which they had selected as 
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their temporary home, and to go in search of work } But the Senator from New York has a pro- 
elsewhere. They preferred toremainat work, and || ject, he says, for tearing down a part of the 


by agreement with the contractor, with whom the 


|| building and putting up wings one hundred in- | erection of a Patent Office; and under 
stead of two hundred and seventy feet in length. || of General Jackson, then President 


Secretary of the Interior had nothing to do, and |, 
which he positively refused to sanction, the labor- | 


ers continued to labor upon credit, and the contract- 


ors to furnish meterials out of their own resources, | 


it never entering into their heads to suppose that 
Congress would do 


| 
| 


I hope this plan will not be adopted, and for 
these reasons: We do not know how much it 
will cost to tear down the building already erected, 


| and to fill up the chasms that will be formed in 


France, who marched up the hill with forty thou- | 
| that the smaller wings are not necessary for that 


sand men, and then—marched down again. 


recting the erection of the wings of the Patent 
Office on the original plan, was going to abandon 
it, and leave the unfinished work as a monument 
of their own stultification. ‘They had faith in Con- 
gress, and | am sure that Congress will respond to 
the humane and sympathetic proposition of the 


nything like that King of | “consequence. And if we do all that, for what 


purpose is it? The Commissioner of Patents says 


| admit, sir, that 


|| Congress, in passing the appropriation bill last 
|| session, did not know what the building was going 
|| to cost, but I say, at the same time, that it will not 


chairman of the Committee on Finance, who says | 
that he will not allow these poor fellows to suffer. | 


But, sir, the Senator from New York says that the 
Secretary of the Interior has departed from the 
original plan in this wise: The original plan con- 


|| talking about our wealth and power, and our high |, 


templated a quadrangle, and therefore. if he felt | 


bound to pursue the original plan, and erect the 
two wings, he should also have put up the other 
end of the quadrangle. In this | beg leave to dif- 
fer from the honorable Senator. ‘The act of Con- 


| 


| 


} 


i} 
| 
} 


| two hundred and seventy feet long, the 
| the centre is one hundred and twenty-sey 
They did not suppose that Congress, after di- | bureau, and it would not be sufficient to accom- || 
|| modate the other public offices. _ ing has already cost $400,000. Now, sir, 


| that the late Commissioner of Patents, Mr 


pay, or more then it is worth, and not more than | 
would erect a building suitable and reputable to a | 


great nation like this. 


We are constantly boast- || 


ing that we are a great and glorious Republic, and || 


destiny; and it would be a very small thing if we 
were to cut down the scale of our expenditure to 
that of a petty state, to run after this thing economy, 


1] 
1} 


| which is an excellent thing only when it is com- | 


| bined with such liberality as to preserve a sort of | 


|| decent respectability. I hold that a great nation | 


gress does not direct him to complete the quad- | 


rangle, but to put up the wings. But the Senator 
in not using freestone for the completion of the 
building on the original plan. The word * plan’’ 
here means the draft or drawing of the*building, 
approved by General Jackson, and has no refer- 
ence to the material of which it is to be built. 

I know very well that in the original bill, appro- 


priating $108,000 for the erection of the building, | 


one quarter of which has already cost over $400,000, 
it was proposed that the building should be erect- 


like this, with its wealth, its power, its progress, 


| and its high destiny, ought at all events to have 
says, again, he has departed from the original plan, | 


buildings quite as respectable, and if you please, 


|| quite as magnificent, as those which other great 
'| people at all times have erected for the accommo- 
|| dation of their public officers, and the transaction 


|, of their public affairs. 


Congress never did begin 


|| this system of small economy without becoming 


'| ashamed of it, and in the end neeeee a different 


system. Take for example the Boston custom- 
house. In the year 1834 we made our first appro- 


|| priation for that custom-house, for the erection of 


ed of sandstone, provided that no cheaper and || 


better material could be got; but I also know that 
Congress has repeatedly since that time, by the ac- 
tion of its committees, determined that this freestone 
is not a cheap and suitable material for any pub- 
lic building; and it requires no architect to find 
that out. 


j 
|| was in the time of that same liberal and magnifi- 


| 


which, including the purchase of a site, $50,000 was 
allowed, and the proceeds of the sale of the old 


|| custoni-house, which was expressly declared to be 


intended to cover the whole expense. This, too, 


| cent old gentleman, who did pretty much as he 


Everybody who has looked at this | 


Capitol knows what a loose, friable, crumbling || 
| more, until finally we finished the Boston custom- 


sort of stone itis. Being an argillaceous and fer- 


ruginous sandstone, absorbing much water, it | 
easily peels off under the action of the weather, | 
so that it must be kept constantly painted to guard || 
| ; 
|| Congress as we have heard this morning from the 


against atmospheric influence. {t crumbles so con- 
stantly, that it was necessary to renew the walls of 


this Capitol near the base in several places, and | 
|| executed upon the plan on which it is now pro- 


at considerable expense, during the present year. 
The same thing may be seen at the cornice of the 
Patent Office, which is crumbling off already, and 


points, moss-grown, only fourteen years after the 
erection. 


Well, sir, all those who have considered the |) 


matter, and inquired into it, have reported that it || 
is not a proper building stone; and Congress |} 
showed its knowledge of this fact in the erection | 


of the Post Office, which is built of granite and 
marble, and which, by-the-by, is a very fine and 
beautiful building, and less costly than the Patent 
Office. 
plained in his report to Congress why he adopted 
marble; because it is a cheap stone, obtained in 
the immediate neighborhood, (within thirty or 
forty miles from hete,) is easily worked, and a 
beautiful as well as permanent stone. 
one will blame him for it. 


The Secretary of the Interior has ex- | 


pleased. Well, a very little while after, Congress 


gave $150,000 more, then $200,000, then $200,000 


house at an expense of about $900,000. And yet, 
though there were occasional growlings, I do not 
remember to have heard such a sharp lecture about 
the Boston custom-house in the other branch of 


Senator from New York about the Patent Office 
building, which we have ourselves directed to be 


| ceeding. Now, | hope that Congress will be liberal | 
in the Treasury Department, which is, at some | 


about this thing. 1 think they will do wisely to 


be liberal. I think it would be better to go on | 
with the building now, and not to take the money | 
but te appropriate for it 


out of the patent fund, 
hereafier out of the general fund. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, (in his seat ) 
You forgot the New York custom-house. 


Mr. PEARCE. Yes, the New York custom- | 
|| house cost over a million of dollars. 
to accommodate the public offices in this building, | 
let us complete both wings on the plan originally | 
|, suggested; but if not, let the building stand as it | 


is, a sort of memento mori to Congress, serving to 


keep them constantly in mind of their responsi- 


|| bility in regard to such appropriations, and of their 


I think no | 


Now, sir, in regard to this out-door legislation, 


of which the gentleman from New York has spo- 
ken, I know of none, and I do not know how it is 
that Congress is to be influenced by out-door legis- 
lation. For one, | am not willing to admit that | 
was influenced in voting for the appropriation last 
seasion by any out-door legislation ; and | suppose 
that every other member will also resist the charge. 


It is true that there has been some importunity, | 


and that members have been strongly urged not | 


to stop the work, as the chairman of the commit- 


tee wishes to do, thus throwing all the poor fel- || 


‘ lows engaged on it out of employment, and wast- 
ing the expenditore upon it already made. Assur- 
edly, if the prosecution of the building were 
stopped, ina very few years Congress would be- 
come ashamed of this pinching economy, and 
probably rush into the other extreme, and make 
more extravagant appropriations than ever. 


| of the chairman of the Finance Committee ia not | 


| 


| 


folly in entering upon a work the plan of which | 
they had forgotten, and the expense of which they || 


did not inquire into critically before they ordered it. 


Mr. CLARKE. After the remarks which have | 
| been made by the honorable Senator from Mary- | 


‘land, itis hardly necessary that much should be 
| said to satisfy the Senate that the recommendation 


| one which should meet with their sanction. 
| a member of the Committee on the Public Build- | 


| 


j 
| 


| 
| 


As 


ings, 1 beg leave to say a few words to the Senate. 


| The Committee on the Public Buildings, and I, as 


If we intend 


| 
| 
| 


| 
] 


| 
\| 
| 
{ 
} 
|| 
i} 
{| 
| 








a member of that committee, have thought it to be | 


our duty to inquire with as much care as possible, 
into this subject of the Patent Office building, and 
the appropriations made by Congress; and I can 
see no propriety in stopping the work, and leaving 
the unfinished building, as the Senator from Mary- 
land says, as a memento mori of the folly of Con- 
gress. 


It has been said by the Senator from Maryland, 


‘design of Mr. Elliot, modified 
|| Mr. Robert Mills, the architect. 
_ stone of the building was laid in 1836; 


| the other at the west, end of the building, 
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and I repeat it, merely as a matter of history, th 
in 1836 Congress made an appropriation lor - 


the direction 


of the U 
States, the south front of a building, deat 


be a quadrangle, was put up, from the Original 
and directed by 
The corner. 
the front jig 
breadth at 


en feet, and 


at the end seventy feet. The erection of the build. 


It seems 


: ; - Burl 
deemed it necessary, so long since as 1845, to = 


|| commend to Congress that additional wings should 
|| cost more than this nation is abundantly able to || 


be put to the Patent-Office; and he made the rec 
ommendation because he had found out that the 
present building was incapable of containing o, 
accommodating the increasing wants of the office 
The late Commissioner of Patents then recom. 
mended the addition of two wings—one eizhty feet 


long, the other seventy feet long; one at the east 
’ 


Well, 


sir, these two wings would have been a very dis. 
proportionate addition to be made to that beautify! 
structure, the Patent-Office; but that Commissioner 
of Patents deemed it necessary, although the pres. 
ent Commissioner of Patents does not. It seems 
too, that the Secretary of the Interior, acting under 
a law which is compulsory, and proceeding to the 
erection of these wings, has himself, probably re. 
ceiving this information from the Commissioner of 
Patents, decided that these additions are not ne. 
cessary for the Patent Office, although they may 
be used for some other public offices. 

And here I will take occasion to remark, asa 
member of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
that it isin my opinion wrong that the Govern. 
ment of the United States should be compelled to 
become the tenants of buildings belonging to indi. 
viduals—that the Government of the United States 
should, from any false principle of economy, 
instead of erecting such buildings as the public 
business of the country req@ires, upon its own 
land, of which there are hundreds of acres here, 
so far degrade itself as to become the tenant 
of those who may come here and build for the 
purpose of speculation. Within the last year 


| or two, a worthy and honorable gentleman, for 


whom I have high respect, speculating in the 
want of the Government by the United States of 
a building in which to keep the public documents, 
came here from Baltimore or Philadelphia, and 
erected a building close to the departments, which 
it has been absolutely necessary for the depart- 
ments to rent, for the purpose of keeping safe the 
important papers of the Government of the United 
States, which up to that time had been tossing 
about in all kinds of holes and corners which it 
was difficult to find. Well, the gentleman, of 
whom I speak kindly, stepped in and erected this 


| building. The foundation may be good—I hope the 
| superstructure is solid and substantial; but the roof 


was not qui'e strong enough to withstand the 
winds of heaven, and the other day it was blown 
off into the yard of the Navy Department, fortu- 
nately, with no further damage than the destruction 
of a few trees. It isa beggarly account for the 
Government of the United States to be compelled 
to rely upon the private enterprise of individuals for 
the accommodation of the public offices. Another 
case of the same kind is that of this very Secretary 
of the Interior, who seems to be an object of gen- 
eral attack, whose office is now located in the 


| house of a private gentleman, certainly as honor- 


able, hospitable, and gentlemanly a man as there is 
in the country; but it is a mean and petty policy 


| for the Congress of the United States, the Govern- 
| ment of this great Republic, with its coffers swol- 


len almost to bursting, to grudge themselves the 


|| building necessary for preserving the records and 


papers belonging to the Department of the Interior. 

Our fathers, sir, or the fathers of those younget 
than myself, at any rate, built this Capitol, and it 
has always astonished me that in those days, when 
the country was poor and impoverished, any indi- 
vidual should ever have projected this magnificent 
and wonderful building. It is to their lasting 
credit; but even this magnificent building, thea 
amply large enough, will soon need enlargement. 
There are sixty of us here now, and I trust there 
will soon be sixty-two; and the other end of the 
Capitol is equally crowded. This being the case, 
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, plan has been proposed, which, when it comes | country can exercise his taste and improve his own | 


before the Senate, will be secured I hope from 
remarks such as we have heard to-day, and from 
such pitiful tee ene to commence with as 
in thisease. That plan, which is now under the 
consideration of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, is for the extension of this Capitol, by adding 
wings. The committee will not feel authorized to 
go more than recommend the subject to the con- 
sideration of the Senate, but if it shall be my hap- 
iness to be here when the subject comes up for 
action, { shall protest against beginning to add 
wings to the Capitol with anything like so small 


an appropriation as was made in the case of the 


patent-Office. The Committee on Public Build- | 


ines are, | believe, unanimously of opinion that 
it is the duty of the Government at once to adopt 
some system of providing public buildings that 
shall answer the wants of the Government, and 
prove an honor and credit to the country, as well 


as an ornament to this city. Under feelings || 


somewhat of this kind, Congress, at its last 
session, passed a bill appropriating $50,000 for 
the erection of the wings of the Patent-Office— 
not for the erection of one wing, or for the 
erection of wings seventy and eighty feet long, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of the late Com- 
missioner of Patents, but for the erection of the 
wings according to the original plan. And what 
was that ofiginal plan? It was a quadrangle, and a 
most beautiful edifice it willmake. Well, sir, the 
front was then two hundred and seventy feet long; 
they were, according to this original plan, to ex- 
tend the wings two hundred and seventy feet, 
receding a8 far as the street behind the building, 


and running north and south, (the name of which | 


| forget,) leaving it to Congress at its pleasure at 
some future day to add the northern front of this 
magnificent quadrangle. Well, sir, we must sup- 
pose that some room was wanted for the Patent 
Office, orour friend, Mr. Burke, would never have 
recommended the addition of seventy or eighty 
feet; some room was wanted. What, then, was the 
Secretary of the Intgrior todo? Here was a de- 
partment created at the close of the session of 


Congress, and without any particular details of || with high and.honorable sentiments, should do. 


the powers conferred on the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, the head of that department; but this appro- 
priation bill says the Secretary of the Interior 
shall cause these wings to be erected. Was he to 
be the judge of a law passed by Congress? Was 
he to take upon himself whether Congress meant 
this or that? Well, what doeshedo? He sends 
for the plan, and what does he find? He finds 
that the original plan was a quadrangular building, 
and he was obliged by the law—a law which he 
could not, and dare not disobey—to go on and 
carry out the original plan by building the wings. 
He had no discretion at all in the matter. Hé@ had 
no revising power of the law, but according to the 
strict language of the law he proceeded to execute it. 

Well, how did he proceed? He proceeded to 
erect the two wings, and to make the contract with 
this small sum of $50,000, as a partial appropri- 
ation. He supposed, as he had a right to sup- 


pose—for certainly he cannot be supposed to have | 


been in the House of Representatives, and to have 
heard the observations of the member from Penn- 
sylvania, to whom reference has been made, and 


probably the Congressional Globe, from which | 
these remarks were read, was not published at the | 
time, and if they were, itis not probable they were | 
furnished to him in order to ascertain what were | 


the intentions of Congress when they passed the 
law—that such was the intention of the act. So 
Supposing, he goes on and causes preparations to 
be made for the erection of the eastern wing, and 


left the other in no sort of preparation except the | 


erection of a stone basement, merely to indicate 
his disposition to carry out the legislation of Con- 
ress. In this the Secretary acted in good faith. 
t Is true, as the Senator says, that each wing 
would cost $300,000, and that if both were carried 
on, it would cost some $600,000; and it is true also, 


that this patent fund is inadequate to the comple- | 
tion of the work. And the,Senator says that the || 


fund is sacred to science. I ask the Senator if a 


building should be erected there, with a front on 


four streets, of nearly twelve hundred feet, and 
filled with the models and other evidences of the 


genius of our countrymen, and the various collec- | 


tions which may be made in foreign courtries, de- 


oe 














| means of thought, bringing to perfection his own 
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means suflicient of getting to market, and he wants 
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence secured to 


|| ideas and suggestions, if that would not be a contri- | them. Now, the State of New York has paid 


| 
| 





} 
| 


|| but are bound to execute it, and the Secretary of 


| bution to science as noble as if it would be to keep 


about a miilion of dollars for the breaking up of 


| $216,000, collected from the ingenuity of the coun- || her canal contracts, and the General Government 


' try, penned up in the treasury in order toshow how 
| economical we canbe? Formyself, | will pursue no 
|such course. Let it go, then, for it can never be 


| nent walls ofa noble edifice devoted to science itself. 
| I consider that policy a sound one, and I consider 
| also that the Secretary of the Interior has acted in 
| the course he has pursued entirely according to law. 


| is asked to pursue the same policy, and pay fifty 
| or one hundred thousand dollars for breaking up 
| this contract. 1 approve of no such policy. 


that this appropriation shoald be made out of the 
patent fund as long as it may last, and when that 
is gone, let it come out of the Treasury. If Con- 
gress, however, chooses to shed it over, and cover 


| more safely invested than it would be in the perma- | There are reasons which induce me to believe 


| If the Secretary—and | speak of him with the re- 

spect which [ entertain for him—had done other- 

wise under that law, and a proposition had been 

made to call him to account, oreven for his impeach- 
| 


‘| ment, | should go for it. Are executive oflicers of 


the Government to disregard the positive enact- 
ments of Congress, or to ascertain, before carry- 
| ing them out, what a certain member from Penn- 
| sylvania thought at a particular time, and what an 
executive officer recommended should not be done? 
They have no supervisory power overthe law, 


| the Interior has done so, so far as the means with- 
| in his reach would allow. But the condition of the 
| building itself was also a warrant for his action. 
| Here is that magnificent structure, in its infancy, 
| because it is built of this friable sandstone, show- 
ing signs of decay, crumbling away, and wrinkling 
like us old men. It is daily frittering away, and 
as I understand, has to be watched and tended in 
its cradle as if in itsold age, or else it will be down 
about the ears of the occupants. Under these ecur- 
cumstances, the Secretary has chosen to erect the 
wings of the building of marble instead of this | 
miserable sandstone. And was he not right in 
that? Should this sandstone be further used in 
any part of that building? 1 should never use it in 
any building, unless | intended it merely for my 
own tenancy during the short time | have to re- | 
main here, but never if | intended it for those who 
are to come after me. ‘The Secretary acted exactly 
| as a man, discharging the duties of this office 





| up the work already done, to remain as a monu- 
| ment of vacillaung legislation, it has power to do 
|} so. But after this bill has passed the ordeal of 
the House of Representatives, and the examination 
of a gentleman who is almost known as the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer there, 1 look upon it as 
commending itself to the economical consideration 
of us all. I hope, therefore, that this provision 
| will not be stricken out, but that the Senate will 
concur with the House in an appropriation which 
I deem just, right, and proper, and to which the 
faith of the Government stands pledged. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I hope, sir, that, with the 
| unanimous consent of the Senate, | may be per- 
| mitted to make a motion which will not interrupt 
| the present business before the body. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
| no objection. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I move that when the Senate 
| adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 
| M-. BENTON, (in his seat.) Agreed—agreed 
| in a spirit of compromise, 
‘The motion of Mr. Maneum was agreed to. 
| Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me to have been 
| incontestably shown by the Senator who preceded 
| me, (Mr. Crarxe,] that the building is now being 
| carried on according to the original plan; and not 
| only that, but that the additions proposed to be 
constructed are wanted for the public service. I 
think, with the amendment which the Senator from 
| Khode Island proposes to make, confining the ap- 
| propriation to the completion of the eastern wing, 





He has done just as a private individual would in 


friable stone. The eastern wing is two hundred 
and seventy feet in depth, and seventy feet wide, 
and it has progressed so far in the work of con- 


would be idle; and I say it with all respect, it isa 
| course which no gentleman would pursue in his 
private contracts. 

Now, suppose we go on and let this wing be 
completed—for I propose myself to confiue the 
| appropriation to that purpose—and let the other 
wing remain for the action of a subsequent Con- 
gress. If we do this, is there any danger that we 








shall have too much room? Your Secretary of 
the Interior is now in a hired building, and the 
Post Office Department begins to find itself cir- 
cumscribed for want of room; and is it strange 
that with this country and its postal business, ex- 
tending as it does almost illimitably, that even 
that magnificent stracture, the General Post Office, 
should soon prove altogether inadequate for the 
accommodation of the officers, papers, and records 
necessary to carry out that immense establish- 
ment? ‘he Patent Office is very near, and if per- 
chance the Government has a spare room or story 
of that new building which is not wanted for the 
purposes of the Patent Office, which the Commis- 
sioner says will be the case, here is a tenant of its 
own which will be glad to occupy it. We must 
do something of this kind by-and-by, inasmuch 
as the location of the Post Office is such that it 
cannot very readily be extended. 

The Senator from New York expresses his 
willingness to pay all expenses that have been 
incurred, if the building only shall be arrested. 
Now, there is a State, which the Senator knows 
better than myself, which has reaped the benefits 
of such a policy. In the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, the policy of arresting the work and break- 
||. Ing up contracts was pursued, and now that State 
sees the necessity of going on with that project, 
and of putting the canal under contract again. 
| And with ali this enlargement aad increased tacili- 








Veloping all the efforts of mechanism and of science, || ties, the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Dovcras] 
where the humblest individual-from any part of the || comes forward and says, that the people have not 


| the appropriation 1s eminently proper; and one of 
} the considerations which should induce its adop- 


| the direction of his own matters. No individual || tion is, that this appropriation is to be made out of 
would erect a building for his own use of this || the Patent Office fund. And although Mr. kwbank 


ewe ae that the increased accommodation will be 
unnecessary for the use of the Patent Office, yet 
| 1 feel much inclined to difer from him. Who 


struction that 1t would cost almost as much to de- || shall say that the building which now exists will 
stroy it as it would to finish it. ‘To take it up || be sufficient, vast and immense 4s it is, for the 


depository of the models and plans of the inven- 
tive genius of our countrymen? But whether it 
is necessary for that purpose or not, it is neces- 
sary for the wants of the public service, inasmuch 
as we are now hiring buildings, to a large extent, 
|| for the accommodation of the public offices.” And 
| if it be necessary, could we do a wiser thing than 
|} to appropriate this surplus portion of the patent 
| fund to the purpose proposed? By putung it to 
the construction of. the building, we save ut from 
| the purpose to which | know the present Commis- 
| sioner and others here would like to devote it. 
| We hear that there is a scheme to establish an 
| Agricultural bureau, and also for the purpose of 
| sumulating the inventive genius of the country, 
|| by offering preminms ami establishing Govern- 
| ment rewards other than those which the law now 
|| wisely gives to inventors in this interest ltiwa 
| scheme for establishing a splendid system of pre- 
| miams to those inveniors, which a board, consu- 
tuted perhaps for political purposes, may deem 
useful to their country. And this system is to be 
| a stimulant to all sorts of wild inventions, and to 
| take from them the conservative check, that best 
of all checks, the certainty of reward when their 
inventions are useful to the country. In order to 
| save this fund from purposes of that character, and 
| if there is any necessity for this additonal room, 
| which I think there is, what Letter can we do 
|| with it than devote it to the construction of this 
|| additional wing? I think that, with the amend- 
ment the Senator from Rhode Island proposes, 
we shall not only be saved from the danger of 
any great additional expense in the construction 
of the other wing, but we shall save the fund 
| from being devoted to @ purpose, possiv y mis- 
| chievous, and secure its appropriation to one ben- 
| eficial and useful, and known to be necessary at 
| the present time; for we lave not now the proper 
| accomme,iations for our public oilicers. And I 
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hope, though I am_ generally happ 
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to go with | therefore no estimate of its practical cost has been || might prove a profitable saving to the countr 


the Senator from New York, and sustain the | required or given. — is , as a monument, I will not say of the cupidi Y,and 
schemes of economy for which he is so anxious, || “The plan of this building was projected by of the facility, with which money is on tre a r 
thet on this oceasion he will be overruled. 1 || Towns & Elliot, and not by the architect of the Treasury. . % e rt 
think he will hardly attain the end he proposes, if || public buildings. What are we told by the pres- I do not conceive, sir, this to be merely a oy ¥ 
ent Commissioner of Patents? ques. uF 


Why, that what- 
ever Towns & Elliot’s original plan may have been, 
gil that was required for the accommodation of the 
Patent Office was the wing, ninety feet deep, which 
would cost $160,000. Well, from 184] down to 
the present day, the Commissioner of Patents has | 
asked for this wing, upon the smallest estimate | 
of $150,000. The Committee on Patents in the | 
other house, adopting this plan, upon the esti- | 
mate of Mr. Mills to cost but $160,000, repre- | * i 
sented to the House of Representatives that the || In my judgment we should pursue a more nic. 
patent fund, amounting to some $200,000, would || gardly course, or descend to the building of mere 
cover the expenditure, and made the appropria- 1 log cabins for the accommodation of the public 


it is to save this appropriation. If it be to divert | 
it to another plan, I have only to say that this is | 
the plan originally adopted by General Jackson, | 
and twice since adopted by Congress. Te change || 
that plan then for another, is simply a question of | 
expediency as to which mode of building is best; 
and I confess, so far as | am concerned, I prefer 
the original plan, and would rather the money 
should be so appropriated. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have always found, sir, that 
the most uninteresting subject that could be intro- 
duced on this floor is the subject of the Treasury 
and the finances. I have generally felt, when I 
have risen-to address the Senate on subjects of 
that character, which | sometimes deem it my 
duty to do, that, so far as securing their attention, 
I might as well deliver an oration in the woods, | 
But this is a question which | think calls for the 
serious attention of the Senate. It is not whether | 


tion of economy. It is whether, if we author; 
expenditure of $100, we are to be led ae 
penditure of $500. It is not, then, merely a gy - 
tion of economy, but whether the acts of Con, = 
shall be carried out in their full intent and meaning 
If we had been told, in the outset, that this exmany 
iure would extend to $1,000,000, and Congress had 
seen proper to authorize such an expenditure ce 
tainly J, for ore, should make no objection on the 
score of economy. My peeve is not now, that 


tion. The. proposition was, not to carry out the || Officers. But I would not permit this perpetual 
depredation on the Treasury, by men who ha 
about this Capitol and this city, living upon the 
public patronage, and studying how, and whey 
and where they can involve Congress into an yy. 
expected expenditure. Here isthe trouble. Wh 


plan of Towns & Elliot, but to adopt the cheaper | 
plan, coming within the amount of the patent | 
fund. With that explanation of the committee, | 
the House made the appropriation. Well, now, | 
I undertake to say, that if we could bring before | 


the Secretary of the interior, or any other officer, 


has been in fault or not, but it is whether a prac- | 


tice which seems, from what has been said on this 
occasion, to have prevailed from the outset of the 
Government to the present time, shall continue to 
be carried on? 


Sir, we have been told of various | 


instances of enormous expenditures commenced | 


upon a trifling estimate. 


This very Patent-Office 
building, which was estimated in the outset to cost 
$180,000, has already cost us $400,000, and we are 
now taking a leap that is to add $1,000,000 at least 
to thatsum. And we have been told of the cus- 
tom-house at Boston, which was estimated to cost 
$50,000, the expense of which has run up to more 
than $800,000. Now, the question involved here 


is, whether under these circumstances Congress | 


will insist upon the agents employed in the con- 
struction of these edifices keeping strictly within 
the intention of Congress at the outset, or whether 
they are to be permitted by any course of pro- 


ceeding to involve us, by the expenditure of one | 
dollar, in the necessity of expending ten dollars | 


more. This is the principle involved. Let me 


advert concisely to the history of this very Patent- 


Office. In the outset $180,000 was appropriated, 


| Yankee trick. 


| presented. 








us the members of that House of Representatives | 
as witnesses, not a man among them all ever heard | 
What, | 
What | choose to denominate a | 
Somebody, I cannot say who—not | 


of this Elliot plan, or ever thought of it. 
then, was done? 


the Secretary of the Interior, for he was not here, 


but somebod y—slips into this bill the expression | 
It arrested | 
nobody’s attention, the plan presented to the | 
No other was | 
Not a word was said about a plan | 
which was to cost $160,000, and then to draw | 
from the Treasury at least $400,000 after the Patent | 
But some Yankee, or | 
somebody who had learned a Yankee trick, put in | 
the expression ‘ according to the original plan,’’ | 
and now pulls out of bis pocket the Elliot plan, | 
It is not my | 
business to impugn the conduct of the Secretary | 


of the Interior be at fault or not, is not a question | 


‘*according to the original plan.”’ 


House being the $160,000 plan. 


Office fund was exhausted. 


and calls that the original plan! 


of the Interior, or any other member of the Ad- 
ministration, I stand in no position, and have no 
motive, for anything of the kind, and certainly 
have no such intention. Whether the Secretary 


for me to settle; but what 1 complain of is this: 








Washington was put here by the Governmen;, 
God, in his providence, would have put nothins 
here were it not for the Government. They ee 
live on the patronage of the Government, and no 
other business will be followed except that which 
looks to the patronage of the Government. Tha, 
is its only recourse. It will be filled by mey who 
look only to the patronage of Government, and jt 
never can be filled with anything else, for there is 
nothing else here to support it. 

Well, sir, exposed as we are on all sides to the 
graspings of those whose only resource is the 
patronage of Government, are we to be led into 
these enormous expenditures without expressing 
at least our disapprobation of them? I wish to 
say that it cannot be done with my approbation, 
Well, sir, as 1 remarked in the outset, it is q 
matter unimportant who is to blame. I cannot sa 
whom. One thing is certain, that the original archi- 
tect had nothing to do with the original plan which 
was drawn by Towns & Eliot. As early as the 
year 1841, if not earlier, he was called upon to 
make a different plan. He made an estimate; that 
estimate was presented to a committee of Congress, 
That plan was recommended by the Commissioner 


a al 


of Patents. He must have known what that plan 
was, but in the act passed making the appropria- 
tion, the expression ‘according to the original 

lan’’ is introduced. And the Secretary of the 

nterior is now justified on the ground that he had 
nothing to do but to follow the act of Congress, 
Well, how did he setto work? This very Robert 
Mills, who made the estimate upon which Con- 
gress made the appropriation, goes to work upon 
a plan which, according to his own testimony, 
he knew could not fall short of $600,000; and he 
could not help knowing that when the appropria- 
tion was made, it was made upon a totally different 
estimate. Well now, sir, this man must have been 
extremely reserved; he must have lacked the com- 
municative disposition of most other Americans, 
who are never satisfied with nursing their ideas 
and keeping them to themselves, but must throw 
them upon the world—he must have possessed very 
little of this propensity, if he did not communicate 
these facts to the Secretary. 

Now, sir, as I said before, I am not disposed to 
censure the Secretary of the Interior. 1 do not 
find fault with him; but I find fault with some- 
body who was connected with the previous his- 
tory of the matter—somebody who had furnished 
the material on which Congress acted, if that some- 
body will frankly disclose to the Senate that there 
was an intention to do this when that proposition 
was made. Now, sir, perhaps | am wrong. 
have as much imagination in respect to the glory, 
and prosperity, and beauty of the Capitol of the 
United States as anybody. 1 like to se the 
public edifices go up; I like to see a spirit of 
liberality; 1 like to see a generous, noble, open- 


it is perfectly apparent, from everything connected || 
with the passage of this act, that Congress, when 
it made the original appropriation of $160,000, in- | 
tended nothing else than that the plan estimated | 
to cost that amount should be carried out. But | 
somebody, whose residence in Washington was 
perhaps more enduring than those occupying po- | 
litical stations—somebody who has been here | 
longer than is permitted to us in the enjoyment of | 
our public station—puts in this expression, ‘‘ ac- | 
cording to the original plan.”’ 
The proposition is to have the patent fund defray | 
the expenditure, and my friend from Virginia [Mr. | 
Hunter] says let it go there, Let it go there if | 
it is thought proper. But the Patent-Office fund | 
will not defray more than one fourth of the ex- | 
pense, and the other three fourths will come out | 
of the Treasury. Perhaps this is well enough, and | 
my object is merely this: in my judgment there | 
has been an imposition upon Congress in the intro- | 
duction of those words to which I have referred, 
which give the acta purport altogether different from | 
what anybody expected. Here is my objection. | 
My friend from Maryland [Mr. Pearce] says | 
the adoption of this proposition will be marching | 
up the hill and marching down again. Well, if we | 
have got into trouble by marching up the hill—if | 
we find ourselves led into error by any such course 
as that—is it not as well to march down the hill | 
again? If | find myself getting into a swamp, | 
unless I can see my way through, 1 prefer rather | 
to retrace my steps than to cross it. Is not that | 
the case here? Here is an enormous expenditure 
| into which we have been led, never contemplated 
on the partof Congress. And if that was the only | 
case, and the only instance in which we have been | hearted course; but I dislike much to see that ge0- 
led into error of this kind, perhaps I should not be || erous spirit imposed upon by those political trick- 
so strenuous. But when it is a matter of system- || sters who would thus take advantage of the country. 
atic speculation on the Treasury to obtain appro- || Now, sir, it is said by gentlemen that this besienes 
priations from Congress, and expend them on a || will do honor to the country. Doubtless it a 
plan, the completion of which involves three or || but if these erections are to be built, let them ‘i 
four times as much more, I am disposed to arrest || built by the impulse of that generous spirit, 40 
a course of that kind. And if the foundations of || not because we are entrapped from time to ume 
this building should stand until the final trump, into making appropriations which we never orig! 
which announced the dissolution of all things, it |) ally intended to make. 


which on its face was to be considered in full, | 
and as the maximum of the expense of erecting | 
the building. Well, the Executive saw fit to 
proceed with the partial execution of a plan | 
which partial execution involved four times the | 
maximum proposed by the bill. A plan drawn | 
by Towns & Elliot was submitted to the Execu- | 
tive in 1836. This plan received the sanction of | 
the Executive, but that sanction was not an ap- | 
propriation of money to carry it on. It received | 
also the implied sanction of Congress, by an ap- | 
propriation to pay the architect for the plan, but | 
this sanction was not an appropriation of money | 
to carry it into effect. Congress went on and ap- | 
tee money for the erection of the present | 
uilding, and there stopped. Well, what followed? | 

The Commissioner of Patents, considering the ori- | 
= plan to transcend altogether the wants of his | 
yureau, submitted another plan, which was esti- | 
| 
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mated to cost $150,000. This plan, estimated to 

cost this limited sum, was considered by the Com- | 
missioner of Patents as sufficient for the accom- | 
modation of the Patent Office. Well, in 1841 a | 
resoiution was adopted by this body, calling for in- | 
formation in relation to the condition of the piblic | 
buildings, and the conduct of the superintendents | 
thereof. In compliance with that resolution, a com- | 
mittee was appointed by the President of the Uni- | 
ted States to examine into the conduct of those | 
officers, and the condition of the buildings. That | 
committee in their report, submitted on the 25th | 
Auguat, 1841, tells us, in relation to the Patent 
Office, ** that a wing from the present block, ex- 
‘ tending east and west seventy feet, with a depth 
‘of ninety feet, and described in the plan exhib- | 
* ited, marked with the word ‘ wing,’ 1s estimated 
* by the contractor to cost $160,000. The residue 
‘of the plan, marked J, is not authoritatively pro- | 
* jected’’—that is, the present two hundred and 
eighty-feet wing. The plan I have presented is 
that which was adopted, and upon which they 
commenced their operations. This committee told 
the Senate that the residue of the plan, over and 
above the ninety-feet wing, estimated to cost | 
$160,000, was not authoritatively projected, and | 
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Mr. DICKINSON. I 
» this business with my colleagues, I under- || tion so remote as that. 
wa then as well as now how thankless was the || Congress intended, and the inquiry whether any | 
ysk, to say nothing of the hopelessness of it, to | one has a right to depart from the spirit of it to || says the honorable Senator from Vermont has 
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| the others. But I will not go on to argue a ques- || him in maintaining the riety of this appropria- 
The question is, what || tion. The Senator. fection York seems to 


Il knew when I entered 





| admit now that this was the original plan. He 


yndertake to arrest the expenditure of the public | such an extent as they clearly have here? But it ! shown that this plan—this original plan, as we 
money; but that did not deter me nor my com- ‘| is said, it is not the time to stop now; the work | call it—was never authenticated, except to a certain 
nions from what we deemed a discharge of our | has begun, and we should now let ow on. This extent; from which it follows, if it was not wholly 
ot it is, | know, frequently said that the one || has always been the argument, and always will || authenticated, it was authenticated to a certain 
ho votes the most expenditure is generous, lib- || be till you make a marked case, and till Congress || extent. 
eral, and whole-souled. J agree that when an || shall set its seal of condemnation on this matter, || Mr. DICKINSON. Authentic so far as the 
individual spends his own money bountifully and || and let it be so understood. I care not whether it || first building was concerned. 
generously, he shows some indications of gener- || stands there as a memento mori of the legislation of Mr. FOOTE. 1 will only say, in conclusion, 
osity and liberality; but when he votes to spend |, Congress, or the legislation of those out of Con- || that, upon the examination I have been able to 
ihe money of others, I deny that it is any indica- | gress. Itis a broad and flagrant departure from || give this matter, 1 am perfectly satisfied, for the 
cation of the kind, and I aver that in my humble H the spirit and intention, if not from the letter, of || high public reasons that have been given this 
opinion we should make a stand here in this mat- | the legislation. 





|| morning —first, that it is important that this build- 


ier, or give @ carte blanche at once to any one who | If we do not stop here, when shall we stop? If 
chooses to use It, and commit us to anything they | we do not arrest it now, we never can arrest it. It | 
may deem wise. : ; || ls growing stronger every day, and will by-and- 
Sir, what is this uestion? Itisa financial ques- || by flow with as much regularity and certainty, 
tion—strictly so. ; ne 
yithout involving us in a blaze of glory. Weare 1 But this is a great Government, arich Government, | 
the greatest people, the most magnanimous people, | anda wise Government. I grant all that. 


existed. Therefore, we must goon with no regard || ministers so execute the laws of Congress, that its 
~ economy, nor a meee ary anything | laborers and employees will not be starving in the | 
, | suppose—for that 1s in effect the argument. | streets, as if they had served a swindler or a bank- | 
uy shieet a to come back to the appropriate legis- || rupt. "Let it oe its laborers in gold and silver. 
ition of Congress. I will not inquire, for this || [ complain of this treatment to these men. If this | 
view 1 ae a wise "4 =o ee | Government is po gree so — i. eeneninses 
ire of the money—it is enough that it was en- | as it is represented to be—and I admit that it is— 
inly unauthorized. I wish, however, that [ may || let us appropriate its money so that the laborer for | 
we ee inn conmaitie Glinicned tae Gataeell Linehan artes tie Coen eee | 
ere to assall : al |! ne, without waiting upon 
ment, but I dissent from them with that respect |’ the faith of the legislature, with contractors’ tickets | 
which becomes our respective positions, os _in his pocket, having to beg his crustin the street, | 
dissent | have frankly stated. I think ~ ecre- || or, what is worse and more shameful, throw him | 
wry of physi A = Oe nen waliey || into por rg of the shavers to divide his earn- 
vision 0 ’ || Ings wl im. 
into it. If he had done so, I think he would not | his Government of thirty States is occupying 
have been deceived; for | think he must have been || a Chamber for the highest branch of its national | 
deceived—I say it in justice to him—or he would || legislature, such that those who desire to hear its 
have found that the original plan, about which so || debates must be cramped into a miserable litile 


much has been said, was a speculative one, as was || gallery, which ought to be and is considered a re- || 


so clearly shown by my colleague on the com- || proach to us; and any lady or gentleman sitting | 
mittee, (Mr. Puesrs.}] He would have learned | 
that there was a practical plan, designed to be || be allowed absolution. Let us go to work like | 
adopted by Congress and by the Commissioner, || practical legislators, if we are going to work at all, | 
upon the files of the department, which related to | upon our public buildings, and enlarge this Cham- 
this matter; and I cannot but express my surprise || ber, so that those who come here can hear the de- 
that, even with all his duties, arduous and complex ! bates of Senators without the inconvenience of | 
as they afe, he did not make that inquiry, either } being shut out from the legislative halls of their | 
from the files of the department, the public official | country. Let us do that, and not be erecting | 
reports, or the officers at the head of that bureau; | structures recommended by no one, sanctioned by 
because, if he had inquired of either, or of the || no one, desired by no one, intended for no one | 
architect employed, he would have been informed || purpose, and when done, fit for no purpose. 
of this plan, this practieal plan, right before his 1 We are told this building is wanted forthe pub- | 
eyes. ; | lie service. 1 inquire what bureau wants it? I | 
Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to || deny that it is wanted, so faras the knowledge of | 
make a suggestion ? , '| Congress is concerned. Sir, the whole matter is | 

Mr. DICKINSON. Se || here; there was at one time a speculative plan, 

Mr. FOOTE. I have learned from a gentleman, i placed on paper, and even the dead are now disen- 
who | suppose ought to know, that Elliot received || tombed to conjure up evidence in favor of it, and 
$500 from the Government for furnishing his plan; || the sanction of men and names who are buried is 








itso, { think that was an acknowledgment that | invoked, to sanctify the resurrection of this old, || 


his was the original plan. ; | mildewed, miserable plan. (Laughter.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. Well, then, if Govern- My colleague on the committee, from Vermont, 
ment can be called after a certain existence, it | has shown the falsity of this. He has shown a | 
might be truly said, according to the homely |) plan, and that this old plan was not known till it | 
adage, ‘they and their money soon parted;” be- || wes thus pressed into existence. Ifwe continue this | 
cause, however valuable as a display of architect- || outlay, it will swallow up ali the Patent-Office fund, | 
ural science was the plan of the architect, and it | leaving its mouth as empty asa charity-box, when | 


was of a high character as such for all present || nothing has been put into it for ostentatious dis- | 


i} 
| 


there long, should, from physical suffering alone, || 


_ing should go on; and secondly, that there are 
_ reasons still more imperious with me—reasons of 

imperious justice to the contractor, and the persons 
| employed, which would weigh with me in giving 


et it cannot be discussed here || from one generation to another, as original sin. || my vote upon this matter 


| Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from New York 


; Then || has said that the draft or plan, which I have shown 
the most learned and wealthy people, that ever || let us conduct its legislation wisely, and let its | 


| to be the original, was a speculative one; and that 
| the one suggested by a former Commissioner of 
| Patents was the practical plan. This word “ origi- 

nal’”’ is the key to the whole difficulty; for by it 
| must be determined the construction of the act of 
| last session, and the propriety or impropriety of 
| the Secretary’s action under it. There can be 


| but one original plan, and all others must either 


be modifications of it, or departures from it, or 


| copies of it. Now, sir, | have endeavored to 


|| show that the original plan was that of Mr. William 


| P. Elliot, being a quadrangular building, such as I 


|| have already described. But the Senator from 


Vermont has read from a report, submitted to Con- 
| gress in 1841, in which it is stated: 
“The residue of the plan, as presented on the paper (1), is 
| not authoritatively projected, and therefore no estimate of 
| its probable cost has been required or given,” 
| Now, in the sentence immediately following that 

is this: 
“The plan of this building was projected by Town & 
; Elliot, and not by the architect of public buildings.” 
| There is confirmatory proof that the plan was 
| originally that of Mr. Elliot—a quadrangular 
| building, Mr. Town being only a co-constructor 
with him. On this paper, (marked 1,) which I 
| now exhibit to the Senate, is a diagram plan of 
| the building, which shows the present structure 
| nearly as it was designed, and as it has been com- 
| pleted with the fine portico in frontand the curved 
pone in the rear. This last was a departure 
| by Mr. Mills from the original design, in which 
| the projection was rectilinear. The diagram shows 
| the wings of two hundred and seventy feet long, 
; seventy feet wide, divided into three sections of 

ninety feet each. It is true that the commis- 
sioners say it was drawn by Robert Mills. Doubt- 
| less it was so drawn for them at the time sub- 
| stantially according to the original design of Mr. 
Elliot. These commissioners were appointed to 
inquire into the progress and expense of the pub- 
lic buildings, and into certain complaints about the 
manner of their execution. It is very clear that 
there was some talk at the time of curtailing the 
plan,—of proceeding, if at all, with the building 
upon asmailer scale. But who gave these commis- 
sioners, or any one else, authority to vary the design 
which Mr. Elliot had drawn and General Jackson 
| had adopted under the authority of an act of Con- 
ress? The commissioners were not appointed 





purposes, an attempt to follow it out with legisla- || play, and pomp, and circumstance; and it will then | for any such purpose, and no one has shown, or 


lion, and especially without, would involve an idle 
and wicked waste of money, as all must admit. 
Now, it “7 be said—it is said by my friend from 
Virginia—:hat it will now be a good a to go on 


swallow up another million of dollara from the | 
Treasury, or all that is not wanted for glory in | 
general. 
I started this as a matter of public duty, in order 
with the work, and prepare this building for some || to lay it before the Senate and the country. Having 
unknown and undefined future purpose. | done so, I submit to any disposition which the 
Sir, in the first place, this building is remote || Senate in its wisdom may think more just. Per- 
from the other departments and other buildings of || sonally, I care nothing about it, and shall leave it 
the Government, and it is not wanted for the Pat- 
ent-Office, says Mr. Ewing and Mr. Ewbank; and 
the only purpose for which it was ever recom- 
mended by any individual unger heaven, official 
or unofficial, in or out of Co 
this floor, was for Patent- Office purposes. 
‘ It is of no use to pass laws, to make specifica- 


out. Puta portion of the other departments of 
the Government in these, and you will want a corps 
of messengers larger than both houses of Con- 
gress, to run back and -forth between these and 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise, intending to say that | do 
not concur by any means in the views so ably 
stated by the Senator from New York. I have 


connected with this matter I have felt compelled to 
eurcur with the Senator from Maryland, who 
} opened this debate, and others who united with 








' can show, any action of Congress or of the Presi- 
| dent to that effect. 

| The President, authorized by the act of Con- 
_ gress, adopted the plan of Mr. Elliot, which was 
| that of a quadrangular building, having wings ex- 
fending back two hundred and seventy or two 
hundred and eighty feet, with a width of sevent 

| feet. That was the only authoritative plan; all 





to its course. 1 others were in the face of authority, by men who 


| indeed might suggest, but had no power to con- 
| trol. 
I may add, that I have seen a letter from Mr. 


» till to-day on || examined the subject pretty thoroughly, and while ] Ruggles, a member of the Senate and chairman 
I admire the geneval views and sentiments ex-| of the Committee on Patents in 1836, declaring 
! : pressed by him—certainly all those notions of || that Mr. Elliot’s plan had the approbation of the 
ons and intentions, unless they are to be carried | frugality he has avowed this morning thave my || committee at the ume of its adoption by General 
hearty concurrence—I must say, that in everything || Jackson; and Mr. Elliot states, in a recent com- 


, munication, the exact character of his plan, and 
| fully justifies the Secretary ’s decision. 
| he original plan, therefore, is the only author- 
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itative and practical one. The plan mentioned by | 
the Senators from Vermont and New York is a 
speculative plan; it never had the authority of 
Government, or the approbation of any authorized | 
officer of Government. It was the production of | 
the fancy of individuals; and when gentlemen talk 
about a speculative plan, they talk of other things 





than those which the President and Congress have | 


looked to. 
On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -4pril 15, 1850. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. || 


DEATH OF MR. CAMPBELL. | 
The SPEAKER rose and said: 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 
it is my duty to inform you of the death of Mr. 
Campse tr, late Clerk of this House, which oc- 
curred since the adjournment of the House on Fri- | 
day last. ( 
melancholy announcement with a single remark, | 


that since my official association with him, he has || 


faithfully discharged all the duties of his office, so | 


far as the same came within my knowledge or |, 


observation. 

Mr. GENTRY rose and made the following 
remarks: 

Mr. Speaker: [| believe it is the first time since 


the existence of this Government thata Clerk of this | 
House has died while Congress was in session; | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


and there is no precedent to guide us as to what || 


our predecessors would have deemed appropriate | 
proceedings upon an occasion like this. The offi- 
cer whose death you have just announced, and to 
whose official fidelity you have borne truthful tes- | 
timony, has goot claims to testimonials of honor- | 
able remembrance, independent of his official | 
connection with this House. In Tennessee, his | 
native State, he has always commanded, in a high | 
degree, the reapect and confidence of a large circle | 
of friends, and has at different periods received 
from the people among whom his life has been 
spent, distinguished marks of confidence. He has 
been repeatedly Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives of the ‘l’ennessee Legislature, and a mem- 
ber of that body. 
of this House, and was elected its Clerk by the last 
and present House of Representatives. These 
facts emphatically test the excellence of his char- 
acter, and speak his eulogy more eloquently than 
could the voice of partial friendship. 1 hope it 
will accord with the feelings of the 
unanimously the resolutions which I send to the 
Chair. 
The Clerk then read the following resolutions, 
viz: 
Resolved, That this House has heard, with deep sensi- 


bility, the announcement of the death of the Hon. Tuomas 


Jerrerson CampBe.t, late Clerk of this House. 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memor 
of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in relation 
to the death of the Hon. Tuomas J. Campsety, be commu- 
nicated to the famity of the deceased by the Speaker. 

Resolved, That the House, as a further mark of respect 
for his memory, do now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 


i may be permitted to accompany this |, 


‘| Military Affairs. 


|| Michigan, asking the establishment of a mail-route 


He was once elected a member || 


ouse to adopt | 


y || citizens of lowa, asking the establishment of an 





| By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of C. Boyd and 78 

| others, citizens of Harmony, in the State of Maine, praying 
Congress to pass a law, during its present session, to estab- 
lish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on | 
newspapers, and two cents on each prepaid leuer of half | 
an ounce, tor all distances, and for other corresponding 
reforms. 





IN SENATE, 
Mowpay, “April 15, 1850. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
George Talcott, an officer in the army of the United 
States, asking to be allowed the pay and emolu- 

| ments of a colonel of ordnance during the period for 
| which he performed the duties of that office; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition from citizens 

of Cayuga Falls, Ohio, asking a reduction of post- 
age; which was referred to the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the petition of John B. Brooks, son and 
| heir of Joseph Brooks, a revolutionary soldier, 
' asking compensation for his father’s services; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Henry McCollum and John 
McCollum, remonstrating against the renewal of 
the patent of William R. Nevins for a biscuit and 
cracker cutting machine: which was referred to the 
| Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
| Also, a petition from citizens of Erie county, 
| New York, asking the adoption of measures for 
the adjustment of international difficulties by arbi- 
tration; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CASS presented two petitions from citizens 
_ of Michigan and Wisconsin, asking the construc- 
| tion of a road from Fort Wilkins, in Michigan, to 
| Green Bay, in Wisconsin; which were referred to 

the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William Andrews, asking 
| to be allowed bounty land for his services as a sol- 
| dier in the battle of Tippecanoe, and other Indian 
wars; which was referred to the Committee on 





Also, a petition of citizens of Jackson county, 


| from Jackson to Mason, in that State; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Post Offite and 
|| Post Roads, 
Mr. YULEE presented a petition of citizens of 
'| Florida, asking the establishment of « mail-route 
|| from Homasassa to Long Pond, and a mail-route 
| from Fanning to Marion, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
|| Post Roads, 

| Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
| George W. Perkins, jr., James H. Leigh, and 
|| others, femonstrating against the further extension 
\| of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
| and the Patent Office. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 


| additional land district in that State; which was 

|| referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

|| Mr. STURGEON presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 

| State in Congress to use their efforts to procure the 

/ enactment of a law granting bounty lands to the 





And the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. ROBBINS: A petition, signed by Charles Sheble | 
and 66 others, citizens of Kensington, Pennsylvania, re- | 


questing that provision be made by law, that whenever a 
person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave in any State 


other than that in whieh he is alleged to be held to service, | 


he shall not be delivered to the claimant, or his agent, except 
on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 


Also, a petition, signed by James Brooks and 64 others, | 


citizens ot Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repent all 
laws and parts of laws, adopted or enacted, by which 
slavery or the slave trade is authorized or sanctioned in the 
city of Washington, or the Districtof Columbia; and in the 
event of their non-repeal, the seat of the National Govern- 
ment may be removed to some more suitable location. 
_Also, a petition, signed by Jobn Morris and 68 others 
citizens of Kensington, Pennsylvania, praying that no State 
be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the constitution 


of such State shall expressty prohibit the existence of | 


slavery within its limits, 


Also, a petition, signed by William Metealfe and 66 others, | 


citizens of Kensington, Pennsylvania, prayi th ; 
and the slave trade may be « ceaaly prcnittied by act of 
Congress in all the territories of the United States. 


officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines of the last 
| war with Great Britain; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table and be printed. 

| Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of 
| George C. Hutter, asking to be restored to his rank 
| in the army; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Abel 
| Stevens, and one hundred other traveling preach- 
| ers of the Methodist Church in Rhode Island, and 
adjacent portions of Massachusetts, setting forth 
their belief that American slavery is incompatible 
with humanity, the Christian faith, and the moral 
well-being of the country, and therefore asking the 
adoption of some means for abolishing it in the 
_ United States; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, three petitions from citizens of New York, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
_ abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat 
_ of Government removed therefrom. 
Also, three petitions of citizens of the same 
| State, asking that the right of trial by jury may 

be secured to fugitive slaves arrested in any State 
|| other than that in which future service is claimed. 
|| Also, three petitions from citizens of the same 
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| Virginia, asking that the right of trial by jur 


place, asking that slavery and the slay "7 
be prohibited by law in wl the tettitociee oa? 
United States. OF the 
Also, three petitions from citizen 
asking that no more States be ad 
Union whose constitution does no 
hibit slavery; all of which were 
the re con 
Mr. F presented a petition from cit; 
and electors of the State of Michigan, aie 
the right of trial by jury may be secured to fy, tee 
slaves when arrested in any other State than thet 
in which they are held to service; which was . 
dered aoe oa table. r 
Mr. A resented twenty-four peti; 
from citizens of Ohio, a petition of citizen 
sachusetts, and a petition of citizens of Ohio rae. 
ty, in the State of Virginia, asking that slavery 
and the slave trade may be prohibited in ql thy 
territories of the United States. 7 
Also, twenty-two petitions of citizens, anq a 
petition of female inhabitants of Ohio, a petition 
of citizens of Ohio, a petition of citizens of Massa. 
chusetts, and a petition of citizens of Ohio co 


s of the Same 
mitted into th. 
t express} pro. 
ordered to jie on 


unty, 


aa ma 
be secured to fugitive slaves arrested in any oike 


State than that in which their service is claimed 

Also, twenty-six Pe of citizens of Ohio. g 
petition of citizens of Massachusetts, and a petition 
of citizens of Ohio county, Virginia, asking tha 
slavery and the a trade may be abolished in 
the District of Columbia, or the seat of Govern. 
ment removed therefrom. 

Also, twenty-four petitions of citizens, and , 
petition of female inhabitants of Ohio, a petition of 
citizens of Massachusetts, and a petition of citizens 
of Ohio county, Virginia, asking that no State 
may be hereafter admitted whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking the immediate abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia. All of 
which petitions were ordered to lie on the table, 


THE OHIO RIVER NAVIGATION, 


Mr. CORWIN. I have been requested to pre. 
sent the memorial of Charles Ellet. The memo- 
rialist sets forth in this paper a great variety of 
facts relating to the navigation of the Ohio river. 
Various attempts have been made by Congress, at 
different periods of time, to improve the navigation 
of that stream. He suggests the reason why those 
attempts have been hitherto unsuccessful. He 

resents, along with the memorial, a book, which, 
Fas happy to see, is on the desk of each member 
of the Senate, which contains the reasons upon 
which the project now presented by the memo- 
rialist is based. The work is one of the series of 
the ** Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge,” 
and is entitled ** Contribution to the Physical Ge- 
‘ ography of the United States. Part I. of the Phys 
‘ical Geography of the Mississippi valley, wih 
‘ suggestions for the improvement of the naviga- 
‘tion of the Ohio and other rivers, by Charles 
‘ Ellet, jr., Civil Engineer.”” He proposes, in this 
memorial, if Congress shall aid his object by an 
appropriation for some preliminary examinations, 
| to make the Ohio river, from its sources to ils june- 
| tion with the Mississippi river, perfectly navigable 
| at all seasons of the year for that class of boals 
| which it is probable will be at any future time 
running upon that river. He sets forth in the 
pamphlet which is upon the table of Senators, 4 
series of examinations which he has made for the 
last fifteen or twenty years, prosecuted with grest 





| skill, and determining the capacity of the tributt- 
| ries of the Ohio to produce the desired result, with 
what appears to me to be mathematical certain'y. 
The memorialist prays that Congress will app" 
priate fifteen or twenty thousand dollars to aid in 
making further examinations, which it will ben 
cessary to make under the authority of the Gor- 
ernment prior to any final action upon the malt 
object of the petition. 1 should prefer, if consiste 
with the rule of the Senate, that this memor 
should go to sowe committee not overburde 
with business. However, as its proper destinati® 
for the present, I move that it be referred, 8 § 
usual with all such petitions, to the Committee 
Commerce. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. a 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Ne 

Affairs, to which was referred the memoridl 
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a . Moody, of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 
ny.S eat ** Sarah,’’ asking ,remunera- 
er expenses incurred and losses sustained in 
pou Tae of the deviation of his vessel from her 
conse for the purpose of rescuing the crew and 
-engers of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, 
Pat at sea in November, 1849, asked to be dis- 
) rnt d from the further consideration of the same, 
ee it be referred to the Committee on Com- 
perce’ which was agr to. ‘ : ‘ 
\jso, from the same committee, to which was 
ered the memorial of Thomas Blanchard, ask- 
govern ment to purchase his patent oar machine 
ie use of the navy, asked to bedischarged from 
. further consideration of the same; which was 


i fom the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John Thomas for com- 
sation for the use of his patent, &c., in floating 
jy docks, asked to be discharged from the further 
1 videration of the same; which was agreed to. 
Our SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of James Marsh, asking remuneration for 

perty destroyed, &c., submitted an adverse 
ee on the same; which was ordered to be 


d. 
ar FELCH, from the Committes on Public 


Lunds, to which was referred tre Gill providing for 
the issuing of patents for a cerizin class of con- 
rned private land claims in Louisiana, reported 
back the same without amendment. 

Mr, SOULE, from the Committee on the Post 
Ofice and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
nemorial of the merchants of New Orleans, asking 
the establishment of a nar communication be- 
ween New Orleans, Vera Cruz, and Tampico, 
siymitted a report, which was ordered to be 
printed, accompanied by a bill to provide for a 
yeekly mail from New Orleans or the mouth of 
the Mississippi river to Vera Cruz and Tampico, 
in Mexico, by steamers or sailing vessels; which 
yas read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Moses 
Pacquette and Theresa Brisbois, asking to be al- 
lowed to locate land set apart for said Pacquette 
by the Winnebago Indians, submitted an adverse 
report on the same; which was ordered to be 
printed. 





COST OF PRINTING. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to nquire and report to the Senate whether the payment of 
$12,500 for printing teu thousand copies of the opinions of 
tie Supreme Court in the cases “ Smith vs. Turner” and 
“Norris vs. the City of Boston,’”? making a pamphlet of one 
bundred and eighty-one pages, made since the last session 
ofthe Senate, was made in pursuance of the existing laws 
#0 the subject of printing ; and if it wa-, under what class 
of printing, as classified in the proposals for doing the public 
printing of Congress, the said pamphlet falls ; and how much 
ofthe printing of the present Congress will have to be paid 
for at such rates. 

DEBATES IN CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 


Mr. FOOTE, If the Senate will allow me, I 
will moveto take up a resolution which was offered 
some time since, authorizing the Secretary of the 
Senate to purchase a certain number of copies of 
the report of the debates in the California Conven- 
tion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
order. 

Mr. FOOTE. J ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate, and I hope it will be given. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection, provided the 
motion does not give rise to any debate. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 


It is not now in 


taken up for consideration. 


Mr. FOOTE, I suppose a thousand copies 


would be sufficient. 


A Senaror. 
Mr. FOOTE. 


se three thousand. 
h 
Mr. CASS. 


ree thousand is suggested. 
I move to fill the blank with the 


words “ two thousand.” 


€ question was then taken“on the motion of 

ir. Cass, and it was agreed to, 
: BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 
The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 


sentatives for the relief of the children of Sarah 
Stokes, deceased, was read a first and second time 


y = tile, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
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WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 

The bill from the House for the relief of the 
Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad Company was || 
read a first and second time by its title. \! 

Mr. RUSK. This is a very short bill; one, I 
believe, on which there will be little, if any, differ- | 
ence of opinion, and I ask the unanimous consent 








of the Senate that it may be passed immediately. 
There exists an urgent necessity for its passage. 
It is simply to authorize the railroad contractors 
to pay the duties on the imported iron when they 
receive payment for carrying the mail under a con- 
tract with the Post Office Department, upon which 
they are to receive $75,000 a year, and in addition 
to that, they are required to give security for the 
payment of the duties. 
r. BRADBURY. I object to the consideration 
of this bill at this time. 1 think the principle in- 
volved in it would be a dangerous precedent. 


j 
| 


! 


Mr. BADGER. | 
Maine to withdraw his objection for the present, 


I wish to ask the Senator from 
and let this bill pass. A very brief statement, | | 


think, will satisfy the gentieman that the bill is 
without exception, and ought to be passed. The 
company to which it relates is one lor the con- 
struction of a railroad a hundred and sixty miles 
in length, built at an outlay of an immense sum of 
money, partly contributed by the State, and part- 
ly by individuals. This railroad has now been in 
operation ten years. Everything that has ever || 
been received or collected by the company has | 
been necessarily expended by them upon the road. || 
They have never divided one penny of profit, or | 
received one penny of personal advantage from | 
the outlay on the road. They are now engaged | 
in relaying the whole extent of the road with very | 
heavy iron. It requires every cent of money || 
which they can raise to make their payments || 
promptly for the iron itself. The road is a most 
important part of the great mail communication in 
the United States north and south; and, in the || 
successful prosecution of a route which is to pass 
through the country, and save the sea communi- 
cation between Wilmington and Charleston, is 
likely to become of still greater importance and 
general advantage. It is highly important that 
the company should be able promptly to lay the 
whole road with this heavy iron, not only on ac- 
count of the general importance of such a measure, 
but because a considerable portion of the road run- 
ning through a low country, the track of the road | 
has to be for large distances supported upon frame | 
work of timber, and unless every portion of the 
road is in a state of entire security, the traveling | 
is accompanied with unusual danger. It is ex- 
tremely important that it should be maintained in | 
as perfect order as practicable, that our mail com- 
munications may be made in time and with safety. 
Now, sir, what is asked is not an abatement of 
one single shilling of the duty, but merely per- 
mission to pay these duties by instalments, upon 
two conditions—first, that they shall give personal 
security to the satisfaction of the district judge of 
the district that the duties will be paid, and 
secondly, that the amount of $75,000 or $100,000 | 
a year, to which they are entitled from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States for transporting the 
mail, shall be appropriated entirely to the pay- 
ment of those duties; that not one penny shall be 
received by the company on these contracts until 
the duties are paid. ‘That is all that is asked for 
in the bill. Then, let me observe, that this is 
asked for, not on the grounds of favor or advan- 
tage to this internal communication, but it issimply | 
the doing of this to facilitate the fulfiliment of the | 
mail contracts, and is only analogous to and far | 
less than is constantly done by the Postmaster | 
General in giving additional compensation and | 
other facilities for the transportation of the mail of | 
the United States. Jt is a very small matter to the | 
Government, while it is a very important one to | 
the company; because, in order to make the neces- | 
sary purchase of iron, every shilling they can 
command will be required. If Government exacts 
the payment of the duties down, the road cannot 








and also the fact that something like $2,000,000 | 
have been expended on this road in ten years 
without the company realizing a single penny of 
advantage, it does seem to me that gentleman 
ought not to oppose any obstacle to the passage 
of this bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I objected to the consider- 
ation of (he bill at this time, because | thought it 








be relaid. When Congress considers these facis, || read and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


wrong in principle to discriminate, and grant a 
credit in one instance when we do not in others. 
I supposed also it was wrong while we have a bill 
before us for supplying deficiencies in appropria- 
tions. I will, however, leave the matter in the 
ands of the honorable Senator from New York, 
who has charge of the unfinished business, and 
waive any personal objection to its being taken 
bi but 1 am bound to say, that on the question 
of its passage, | cannot sustain it; for I think it 
involves a principle which it is not safe to adopt; 
for, if we grant credits in one case, they may rea- 
sonably be expected to be asked for in others. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President 

Mr. RUSK. Allow me. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will give way for a vote, 
but not for a debate. 

Mr. BADGER. I will not ask that the bill be 
taken up, if it leads to debate; but I wish to say a 
word with regard to the idea of setting a prece- 
dent. Hf the honorable Senator will find any other 
case like this in the United States, I think he will 
see it is a precedent that ought to be set, and that 
ought to be followed. Flere has been an outla 
by this company of $2,000,000 to make this redih, 
for the public good, without any advantage to the 
persons interested in the road, which is a most im- 
portant link in the great mail communication from 
the North to the South, and which cannot be dis- 
pensed with; the place of which cannot be sup- 
plied; and all they ask is, ‘that they may be 
allowed credit, on sufficient security, in order that 
they may relay the road with solid and substan- 
tial material, without which it is not only almost 
useless, but dangerous and mischievous. There 
is no case like this in the United States. 

Mr. RUSK. I think this may be disposed of 
in three minutes. The only object is to prevent 





| the necessity of paying this duty into the Treasury 
| by the importer, and then paying it out again to 


the contractor. This has been fully discussed in 
the House of Representatives; and the reason is, 
that contracts are about being made for the mail 


| matter on this route, and faciliues would not only 


be extended to this company, but to the Post Of- 
fice Department, if the bill is passed at once. 

Mr. CHASE. I am sorry to say that I feel 
bound to interpose any objection to the further 
discussion of this bill; but | must object. 

Mr. RUSK. I will withdraw my motion. 

The motion to dispose of the bill was with- 
drawn accordingly, and the bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REGISTER OF THE BARQUE ROYAL SAXON. 


The bill from the House to grant a register to 
the barque Royal Saxon was read a first and 
second time by its title. 

Mr. HAMLAN. J ask theconsideration of this 
bill at this time. I will state in a few words the 
reasons. This was an English built vessel, and 
it was wrecked on our coast, and sold in one of 
the ports of Maryland. !t was purchased by 
Daniel W. Brown, and rebuilt by him, he sup- 
posing he should be entitled to a register from the 
department, if the expense of rebuilding amounted 
to three-fourths of the original value of the vessel, 
He now finds there is a necessity for a special law. 
I believe it has been the uniform rule of the Gov- 
ernment, where vessels have been wrecked on dur 
| shores, and rebuilt at an expense equal to three- 
fourths of the original cost, to authorize the issuing 
of a register; and such should, | think, be the gen- 
eral law. This bill provides that if the owner fur- 
nish evidence to the department that the cost of 
rebuilding has been three-fourths of the value of 
the vessel, he shall be furnished with a register, 
I wish to state that the vessel is now in the port 
of Baltimore, loaded for the port of San Francisco, 
in-California, under the mistaken idea that a re- 
gister would be allowed. The Committee on 
Commerce have examined the matter, and have 
authorized me to ask its immediate consideration, 
and I hope the unanimous consent of the Senate 
will be given. 

There being no objection made, the bill was 





| It was subsequently reported back to the Senate, 
| and ordered to a third reading, and was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 
THE DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the Sen- 
i proceeded to the consideration of vie bill to 
supply deficiencits in the appropriations for the 
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nervice of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, | 
1850. | 

The pending question was the motion to strike || 
out the item 

« Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office || 
building, according to the original plan, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be paid out of 
the patent fund.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have nothing further to | 
say on this question; and I trust that we will now 
po to a vote, and try to get through with the | 

ill to-day. I have been desired to present a peti- | 
tion in relation to the Patent Office, with a request | 
that it may be read to the Senate. It relates to a | 
matter which I have not examined into. How- | 
ever, I ask that it may be read, and after that I | 
hope that we shall proceed to take a vote upon the 
question. 

{The petition was then partially read; but at | 
the request of Mr. Dicainson, the further reading | 
was dispensed with. 

Mr. DICKINSON. As the Senate is now |) 
more full than it may be hereafter, | will ask that | 
the question be taken on the pending amendment, | 
and upon it I shall demand the yeas and nays. If || 
that amendment be stricken out, 1 shall offer the | 
following: 

** For the erection of the wing of the Patent Office, upon | 
the plan submitted to Congress by the Commissioner of | 
Patents in bis annual report, $50,000, to be paid out of 
the patent fund, and the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings is hereby directed,'in strict conformity with said plan, | 
to have it carried on in such way as shall be necessary for | 
thot purpose, for which a just compensation shall be made 
out of the fund hereby appropriated.” 

That will take all the raw material, and bring it | 
back to the original plan. 

Mr. CLARKE. As the Senator from New 
York has presented an ameridment which he pro- | 
poaes to offer, provided the motion to strike out is | 
agreed to, | also propose to offer an amendment, 
which I hope will meet the approbation of the | 
Senate, It is as follows: | 

« Toward the completion of the east wing of the Patent | 
Office building, according to the original plan, and placing || 
the foundation ot the west wing in a state of security, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $90,000, to be | 
paid out of the patent fund.”’ 

Mr. DICKINSON. The amendment of my || 
friend from Rhode Island will not accomplish any- || 
thing. It simply does just what the Secretary of || 
the Interior states in his report he has directed to || 
have done, with his view of the law as it now | 
stands; that is, to lay the ground wall of the west 1 
wing. That is all he proposed to do, and to have 
the other wing carried up and finished. So that |) 
this amendment leaves it where the Secretary of || 
the Interior did. i 

Mr. CLARKE. My object is to have the east | 
wing erected and to have this appropriation con- | 
fined to the erection of that wing. But, at the | 
same time, since work has been done on the west || 
wing, and an excavation has been made and a || 
foundation laid, which leaves the whole building || 
in a state of insecurity, my amendment applies to 
securing the foundation of the west wing and con- 
tinuing the building of the east wing. If this is || 
in conformity with the report of the Secretary of | 
the Interior, my object is to confine him and every- || 
body else to the purposes specified in my amend- | 
ment. I think the Senator from New York will | 
hardly say that the work on the west wing should 
be left as it now is. This amendment will take |) 
awny the discretion given to the Secretary of the || 
Interior, and all other officers, and confine the ap- i} 
propriation to securing the west wing and com- || 
pleting the east wing. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I confess I should like to | 
know a little more about this question before 
voting upon it. I should like to know the extent | 
of the material furnished and the stage of prepa- 
ration for the building; I should also like to know, | 
if this matter stops short, whether there is to be | 
any claim for damages on the score’ of breach of | 
contract. Lam uninformed on all these points. I | 
will just state briefly that the general view I have | 
of this matter is this: | am for completing the 1 
binilding to a reasonable extent, limited to the | 
present exigences of the service, leaving it to be 
added ‘o, or extended, according to the original | 
plan, and without sanctioning a plan that will go | 
on indefinitely in a course of executive legislation. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The contracts, | take it, | 
are made according to law. They cannot go be- | 
yond the appropriation. They had no power to | 
go beyond it. They have reserved to themselves | 


} 





rested and a. 


| curred than if we go on. 
| the building will be any way damaged if both 


|| portunity of using up all the raw materials. 
| will have an opportunity of doing a considerable 
|| portion of the work, at any rate; and the amount 


|| Rhode Island is, to confine any appropriation to 


| but he also proposes the application of so much | 
| as may be necessary to preserve and secure the 


| will have the effect to carry on with more rapidity 
|| the work necessary for the completion of the east 
| wing. 


|| on the work of the west wing, so far as is neces- 
|| sary to secure it, and to continue the prosecution 
| of the erection of the east wing, which | think 
| perfectly proper. 
| for damages will be made. 
| tractor who expected to furnish the granite for the 
| west wing, has been at work during the winter in 


|| might, perhaps, be some claim for damages. 


|| indemnit 


| contractors have laid the foundation of, and raised 


| sary to complete tife eastern wing. 


_and all other officers, would be bound by the limit | 


a control over it so as to absolutely arrest it at the 
end of the appropriation. There is no doubt that 
some expense will be incurred if the work is ar- 
removed, but my view of it is 
useless expense will be thus in- 
1 do not suppose that 


that much less o 


wings are built to the extent of a hundred feet in 
length, for these contractors will then have an op- |! 
They 


to which they will be justly enutled for removing 
the work will be inconsiderable compared with 
the amount which will be required to carry it on. 

Mr. PEARCE. The object of my friend from 


the prosecution of the building of the east wing; 


west wing. This will be somewhat different from 
what the chairman of the committee supposes. It 


If the west wing be left in its present con- 
dition, we shall lose the fruit of all that has been |; 
done, and the building will be liable to injury. The |; 
object of the gentleman’s amendment is, to carry 





1 have no idea that any claim 
I know that the con- 


| 








quarrying that granite; and if the west wing is 
put in a state of security, as proposed by the hon- || 
orable Senator from Rhode Island, the contractor l\ 
will be required to furnish the granite already | 
quarried. if we should not go on with that, there 


the Senator’s amendment will require the use of ;| 
the granite, and will save us from any claim for |’ 


Mr. CLARKE. I have a word to reply to the | 


| interrogatories of the honorable Senator trom In- || 


diana. As 1 understand this contract, the parties || 
agreed to construct the eastern wing of the build- | 
ing as it now is, going from F street, two hundred | 
and seventy feet deep, and having a width on that 

street of seventy feet—making the front upon the || 
two streets of three hundred and forty feet. These || 


the eastern wing about one-third of its height. 
The marble is now on the ground which is neces- || 
1 saw it this 
there is a sufficient quantity of marble on the 
ground to complete that wing. Now, agreeably 
to the contract made by the Secretary of the In- 
terior, preparations have been going on for laying | 
the foundation of the western wing; excavations 


a 


But |! 





have been made, and some of the stone-work has 
been done. Some of the granite has been drawn 
on to the ground, and, as my friend from Mary- 
land says, the contractors have been getting out 
granite to complete the foundation. ‘hat 1s the 
extent of the contract as made by the Secretary of 
the Interior. My amendment is to confine him to | 


| that work. As the eastern wing has already been 


built up so far, it seems to me to be idle to take it 
down, and take a portion of the material to con- 
struct the western wing. My amendment confines 


the appropriation to making the foundation of the || 
| western wing, in addition to compleung the east- || man of the Committee on Finance has said. He 


eastern wing, is to hasten the 
wing, and to furnish the Patent Office 
apartinents required. It has been 
that the funds of the Patent Office 
ropriated for this work, because 
in whole not for the peculiar advantage of a ~ 
tent Office; that it was a fund self-created hee cn 
plicable to a "pre purpose; but if the Pip 
ommittee will strike a balance of the —, 
between the Treasury and the patent fund an 
will find that the patent fund is not so great he 
been stated—that much of it falls on the den 
side, in its settlement with the Government Pt 
Mr. DICKINSON. I assume, that the pa 
fund should not be applied to buildings not aes 
sary for the wants of the Patent Office—certa; h 
that it should not be applied to the Cation c 
buildings for the accommodation of the de . 
ments of the Government. ooo 
Mr. DAVIS. What the wants of t 
Office are now is one thing, and what those want 
will be in a few years is another, and an entirely 
different thing. Not only from the report of th 
last Commissioner of Patents, but from ing . 
tion, if any one choose to make it, and dt te 
condition of things in that department, | think 
may be denied that there is room enough iu the 


completion of that 


with the 
assumed 


h 
could not be ay 


it was in 


Not 


he Patent 


| Grae building for the wants of the departmen, 
¢ ent, 


f 1 understand the report of the present Commis. 
sioner of Patents or the Secretary of the Interioy 


| the argument against the want of further room by 


the Patent Department, is based upon the SUPposi- 
tion that all which now belongs to the National |p. 


| stitute, all connected with the exploring expedition 


which now fills the museum of the Patent Office, js 
to be transferred to the Smithsonian Institution, 
That seems to be the basia of the conclusion. Now 
sir, I wish to state to the Senate that Congress has 
no power to impose upon that institution the duty 
of taking charge of this collection of the eXxplo- 
ring expedition—we may infer from their act—nor 
did they ever intend to do so. They gave to that 
institution the right to take all such curiosities 


| brought home by the exploring ne as might 


be deired for that institution, and I will inform the 
Senate that itis not the intention of the present board 
of regents of the Smithsonian Institution to take 
charge of the museum of the Patent Office, and 
the room appropriated to these curiosities will be 
required hereafter as now. In the mean time we re. 
quire an extension of the Patent Office for the pur- 
poses of the Patent Office itself, and this is the proper 
fund out of which it should be made. The appli- 
cation of the money hereafter to the east wing 
will confine it within the limits of the Patent Office 


: | fund, and the west wing, if it is never required fur 
| morning; and | learn from the contractors, that || e 


the purposes of the Patent Office, can be completed 
so as to furnish the Government with offices which 
they require, and the — for the com- 
pletion of that wing should be made from the 
Treasury. I have made some inquiry as to what 
the Government are paying for rent, and | find 
that it is some $20,000 a year, being the interest 
upon a sum greatly more than will be required to 
finish this wing. I should think it would be bad 
economy to retrace our steps, and tear down the 
building, as is suggested by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, in order to curtail the 
length of the wings. It would be far better to 
complete one wing, if one be all that is required 
for the business of the Patent Office. Complete 
that first, and then the other can be completed fot 
the purposes of the General Government. 
One remark more in answer to what the chait- 


ern, and is limited to that; so that the contract of || assumed that a grey freestone was a part of the 


ment, be confined to precisely these terms; and he | 
made by this appropriation. ] 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am very sorry | 
to differ from the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance in relation to this appropriation. 1 agree 
entirely with all that the Senator from Rhode Isl- 
and has said in relation to amending the clause as 
it came from the House of Representatives. I 
hope it will be so amended, because, in the first | 
place, I believe the work has been prosecuted ac- 
cording to the original plan, and the law of the 


| last session of Congress. The foundation of the 


west wing having been partially completed, it 
is necessary to complete it at least to the level of the 
round, 30 as to prevent it from going to decay. 
To confine the application of the money to the 


| the Secretary of the Interior would, by this amend- || original plan. I think it was not; but, if it was, 


I should think we could do nothing better than \0 
get rid of that part of the plan. Nothing makes 
so striking, and few materials so durable, a buill- 
ing as marble; whereas this grey sandstone 1s ¥¢ry 
defective, absorbing large quantities of wate 
which, expanding when the water freezes, 80 that 
now the pillars, as short a time as they have beet 
standing, are crumbling into decay, and the only 
chance of preserving the building will be to bio 
it with paint, and if with white paint, it will make 
tRe original part of the building, in some meas" 
at least, correspond with the wings. ‘This | belie" 
to be absolutely necessary for the preservation 
this part of the building. These are the brief te 
marks [ have to offer. . 

Mr. DICKINSON. I believe that the contr 
only extends to the east wing now. 
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“Vr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 desire to limit 
ropriation. 
ihe ia ICRINSON. I believe I said that the 
* missioner had stated in his report that he was 
Cer eaed-—il so, | wasin error. He said so in 
yscommunication to me, and not in his published 
_ WHITCOMB. I should like to know 
ghether, under any existing legislation, any ex- 
eutive officer has a right to go on and make new 
wootracts? A should like to know whether we are 
got of that scrape? , 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I agree with the 
Senator from Indiana as to the propriety of restrict- 
ing any executive officer from. entering into con- 
acts which Congress has not authorized by law; 
yt 1 do not think that to be the case presented 
here for action, or even for consideration. As I 
understand it, the Secretary, when the funds were 
sxhausted, about or before the present session of 
Congress, 80 signified to the contractors. They 
have, on their own responsibility, and resting on 
ihe generosity or good faith of Congress, gone on 
and prosecuted the work. In the mean time they 
have nearly exhausted their credit and private 
funds in procuring materials, whilst the laborers 
have gone on and performed their work on credit 
_living as they might. This is, therefore, if not 
exactly an obligation of contract, yet I think one 
ofgood faith, and they should be paid for what 
they have done. If we were to stop the work 
where it is, damages would probably be claimed, 
which would exhaust the whole of the $90,000 
proposed to be appropriated. 1 believe to pay for 
the labor done and the material procured, would 
leave very little of the appropriation now in the 
deficiency bill. My remarks, therefore, were in- 
tended to apply to future appropriations, which 
should be limited to what is necessary for the 
completion of the east wing. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There would be no claim 
for damages, at any event, because there has been 
more work done than the appropriation required. 
They might claim pay for services rendered and 
materials furnished, but not for damages. I agree 
with what the Senator from Mississippi has said 
inreference to the Government paying rent. I 
think ita miserable economy; but of that | hold 
that Congress is a better judge than anybody out 
of doors. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I think I was not under- 
stood before. I wish to know whether, if this 
amendment be adopted, it will prevent such a thing 
a the making of other contracts in this matter? 
If so, my desire is to have the matter arrested 
until Congress can take jurisdiction of it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not think 
the Secretary made any contract beyond the limit 
of the appropriation. He gave warning to the 
contractors to stop, but allowed them to go on. 
And the question of good faith originates in the 
fact that he allowed them to go on; and Congress 
also permitted it; thus implying that there was to be 
an extension of the appropriation unless they could 
suppose that Congress would retrace its steps and 
refuse further appropriations for the completion of 
the building. Congress in specific terms had di- 
rected the erection of the wings of the building ac- 
cording to the original plan, and if they meant any- 
thing else, that was the fault of Congress, and not 
of the contractors. They had no right to mean 
anything else than what they said. Congress 
should have examined the matter—the original plan 
—to which specific reference was made in the la 
and not have taken the suggestions of an intermedi- 
ule commissioner or an architect’s secondary plan. 
Had they called for the original plan, they would 
ave known what they were voting for. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would ask the Senator 
from Rhode Island what objection he can have to 
this amendment repealing so much of the law as 
refers to the completion of the original plan? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Strike out the 
word “ wings” and say east “wing.’? 
me WHITCOMB. All that [ desire is, that 

“e thing may be within the control of Congress 
ereafter. Then we can suggest a plan and make 
specific appropriations in reference to it. Our le- 
plation heretofore on this subject has, I appre- 

nd, been somewhat too hasty, and without 
sufficient guards. This is what 1 desire to guard 
‘gulnet in the future by keeping the matter solely 
Within the control of Dengan: 


» PHELPS. I am somewhat apprehensive 
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that the proposition of the Senator from Rhode 
Island may not accomplish what is suggested here. 
This appropriation, as | understand it, is desired 
for the purpose of paying for work already done; 
but, under the terms of the amendment, it is some- 
what doubtful whether the appropfiation can be 
applied to any such purpose. think the amend- 
ment requires some modification. 

Mr. PEARCE. I suppose it is intended that 
the appropriation shall not only be sufficient to 
pay for work done under contracts, but to carry 
on the work during the present fiscal year. 

Mr. PHELPS. The objection still remains. 
If any portion of the appropriation is to be ap- 
plied to the payment of work already done, the 
question arises on this amendment, whether it is 
confined to the east wing? We have been told 
that the contractors have proceeded on the faith of 





appropriations to be made by Congress—that men | 


have been employed to do the work who are un- 
paid. If this includes the work on the foundation 
of the western wing, will it not embarrass the 
completion of the eastern wing? Ilask the read- 
ing of the amendment, 

he Secretary read the amendment as follows: 


“ For the erection of the east wing, and to place the west 
wing in a state of security, according to the original plan, 


by the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, the sum of | 


$90,000, to be paid out of the patent fund.’ 


Mr. HALE. I move to strike out the words | 
**to be paid out of the patent fund.” 
Mr. DICKINSON. I hope these words will 


not be stricken out. If they are, there will be 
thrown, according to my idea, the expenditure of 
a million and a half upon the Treasury. 

The amendment of Mr. Hae was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. CLARKE. | desire to suggest a modifica- 
tion of my amendment, so that it shall read in this 
way: 
I would say ‘‘ towards the completion” of the 
eestern wing of the Patent Office, according to the 
original — 
‘and after placing the foundations of the west 
wing in a state of security.” Instead of letting 
them follow the words ‘ Patent Office building,” 
let them follow the words “ original plan.”” That, 
perhaps, will meet the ideas of gentlemen. The 
amendment will then read: 

* To complete the east wing of the Patent Office building 
according to the original plan, and place the foundation of 
the west wing in a state of security,”’ &c. 

This will leave the future construction of the 
west wing to the will and pleasure of Congress 
hereafter. With this modification | hope the 
amendment will be adopted. - . 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have already, I believe, 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to strike 
out the section, and [ intend to offer a substitute 
for it. 1 desire, however, that the question shall 
be taken first on striking out. The substitute is 
as follows: 

« For the erection of the wings upon the plan submitted 
to Congress by the Commissioner of Patents in his annual 
report of December, 1845, which was estimated to cost 
$150,000, $50,000 to be paid out of the Patent Office fund. 
And the Commissioner of Public Buildings is hereby directed 
to arrest the work now in progress, and to cause it here- 
after to be prosecuted by the cov tractors therefor in strict 
conformity with said plan, removing such portions of the 
work now in progress as may be wecessary for the purpose, 
for which a just compensation shall be paid out of the fund 
hereby appropriated.”’ 

The question being taken on the motion to strike 
out, it was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Clemens, Dick- 
inson, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, King, Norria, Phelps, Sebas- 
tian, Sturgeon, and Upham—l4. 

NAYS—Measrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor- 
land, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dodge 
of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Greene, Hunter, Mangum, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, 
Seward, Shields, Sinith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Wales, 
Walker, and Whitcomb—35. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then read, as follows: 

‘ Strike out lines from 171 to 174 inclusive.”’ 

“ At the end of line 196add: To be expended under the 
direction of the Commissioner of tublic Buildings, on whose 
application to the Secretary of War an officer of the engi- 
geers or other corps of the army may be detailed to super- 
vise the work.” 

Mr. WHITCOMB. If in order, I wish to move 
a further amendment to the section in relation to 
the Pateni Office. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the Senator will 


. 


Instead of saying “ towards the erection,” | 


After that, I would add the words | 








withdraw it. If the Senate are disposed to sanc- 
tion and carry forward this building under the pres- 


|| ent plan of erection, I certainly do not feel dis- 


posed to throw any little obstacles in the way, 
which.may only tend to delay the bill. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. 1 have an amendment, 
however, which I wish to offer at the proper time. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It will be in order when 
the bill is reported to the Senate. The amend- 
ment now under consideration is an appropriation 
to continue the pavement of the avenue around the 
Capitol grounds, of $16,500, to be expended under 
the direction of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings, on whose application to the Secretary of War 
an officer of the army or of the engineer corps shall 
be detailed to supervise the work. The object is 
to place the work under the supervision of a prop- 
er engineer. The appropriation comes recom- 
mended by the Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendments proposed by the Finance 
Committee were read, as follows: 

* At the end of the bill add as follows: 

**'To supply the deficiency in the appropriation for the 
contingent expenses of the House of Representatives for 
prjnting, binding, and engraving, and other miscellaneous 
expenses for the present fiscal year, $129,250. 

* To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for one thousand sets of the continuation of the Statutes 


at Lage, printed by Little & Brown, pursuant to the order 
of the House of Representatives, $2,521.” 


Mr. DICKINSON, These two amendments to 
supply deficiencies in the funds of the House of 
ee were omitted or overlooked in that 
body, and I have the authority of their committee, 
unanimously given, to ask their insertion here. 
We, therefore, offer them in behalf of that com- 
mittee, and ask a vote of the Senate upon them. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was read, as follows: 


* For repairing the United States steamera Jefferson, Het- 
zel, and Legare, employed in the coast survey under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, $20,000.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. There were four steamers 
set apart to the use of the coast survey—the Jeffer- 
son, Hetzel, Legare, and Walker. The Hetzel 
last winter was thrown upon the rocks and injured, 
and the Jefferson and Legare are in want of 
repairs. One of these vessels, the Walker, I 
believe, was taken by an officer of the navy to 
carry the United States Minister, Mr. Letcher, to 
Mexico, under circumstances perhaps rather ques- 
tionable, though I will not discuss them now. But 
the steamer was taken from the control of the offi- 
cers charged with the coast survey. Two of them 
are out of repair from service, and the Hetzel was 
thrown upon the rocks and injured. It is desired 
to finish the survey of the coast of Maryland 
and Virginia during the coming season, inl shes 
to continue the survey of the Gulf of Mexico. It 
cannot be done without these vessels are repaired 
at once, and this is the object in putting this pro- 


|| vision in the deficiency bill. 


The amendment was adopted. 

The next amendment proposed by the Commit- 
tee on Finance was then read, as follows: 

“ For contingent expenses of the Senate, $213,000,”” 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is the amount given 
us by the Secretary of the Senate, of our actual 
expenses; and, in order that the Senate and the 


|| public may know how this expense arose, I will 


state that upwards of $150,000 of it are for docu- 
ments to distribute among our constituents. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then sad as follows: 


«For deficiencies in the appropriations for the branch 
mint at New Orleans, the past fiscal year, $15,000.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. That is explained by the 
officer in charge of the mint in New Orleans, and 
is requested by the officer of the mint in New Or- 
leans, and the Secretary of the Treasury, as being 
but necessary and proper for deficiencies to that 
amount. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment proposed by the Finance 
Committee was then read, as follows: 

“ For supplying d ficiencies in appropriations for the na- 
val service, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1849, in 
pursuance of the report of the Secretary of the Navy, of 
December 24, 1849, @747,533 30.” s 

Mr. DICKINSON. That is a very large ap- 


propriation, and perhaps requires some explana- 
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inn The causes under which this deficiency j animals, and place them in a sort of zoological 


arises are these: In 1847 Mr. Secretary Mason 
made his estimates for the vigorous prosecution of 
the Mexican war. The war was then in progress, 
without any immediate prospect of its discontin- 
vance, and hence estimates were made accord- 
ingly of appropriations required, which were in 
the gross something like $14,000,000. The ap- 
propriations under these estimates were made in 
August, 1848. 
have any accurate data upon which to act; yet 
they were anxious to cut down these estimates, 
and did cut them down very considerably. The 
appropriations made, it turned out, were consider- 
ably less than the amount actually required. For 
instance, in the mattér of pay alone, Congress ap- 
propriated from $500,000 to $700,000 less than 
was necessary, as the returns from Mexico proved 


that a much larger amount had ‘een expended | 


than was supposed. 

‘These deficiencies arise under what is called the 
transfer system, which I give the Senate and the 
departments notice I intend, for one, to try to 
break up when we come to the appropriation bill. 
I believe it to be a wrong system of financiering. 
It is a system under which the departments are 
authorized, when one fund is not large enough, 
and another fund is appropriated which is not 
wanted for immediate use, to allow the transfer of 
the last-mentioned fund to the one that has been 
exhausted. And the deficiencies asked for here 
are to supply funds that have been exhausted by 
drafts upon them under the transfer system. If 
had almost made up my mind at one time to offer 
an amendment to the bill to break up this transfer 
system, and throw on the departments the respon- 
sibility of making more careful and specific esti- 
mates. In fact, the system of transfer is adverse 
to our whole theory of specific appropriations, 
and induces Congress and the country to suppose 
the finances are in one condition, when in point 
of fact they are in another—to lead them to sup- 
pose there was a surplus in the Treasury, when 
in fact there was adeficiency. This appropriation 
for the navy, however, is entirely proper, as I can 
explain in detail if it is required. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iam instructed by the Joint 
Committee on the Library to present the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“ Por the removal of the public green-house and botani- 
cal garden to some convenient site on the public grounds 
and for the erection of such green-house as may be deeme, 
necessary by the Joint Committee on the Library, $5,000, 
to he expended under the direction of said committee, and 


It was impossible for Congress to | 


give the plants to any one who would take and 


‘| tion; and Lam afraid that in support of the amend- 


under the supervision of the Commissioner of Public 


Buildings.’ 
This amendment is rendered necessary by the 
erection of the Patent Office building, which has 
encroached on the ground used for the botanical 
collection. There is not room enough left now to 
put the plants out in the open air. Itisa very valu- 
able collection, which it is desirable to preserve. 
Mr. DICKINSON. While I accor 


to the Sen- , 


ator from Maryland, and the committee of which | 


he is chairman, the propriety of his offering this 


amendment, because it is but in performance of a | 


duty enjoined on him by the policy which Con- 
gress has adopted, I trust the amendment will not 
be adopted. 1 oppose it on the ground that I 


desire to-strike at the root of this whole system. | 
1 cannot but think that if Congress and the Amer- | 


jean people are to keep up this system, that they 


are a great deal greener than the house it is pro- | 


posed to erect. The idea of a confederated gov- 
ernment of thirty sovereign States, with more in 
prospect, going into a green-house system, is one 
to which I cannot give my sanction, Undoubtedly 
there are a great many valuable and interesting 
plants there, yet I am inclined to think, though 1 
am not learned in such things, that there is a great 
deal of the woolly horse about many of them. 


Many of them are rare, and came from a great | 


distance, but plants equally as rare and valuable 
are to be found in almost every private collection. 
Every variety of the cactus for instance, may now 
be found in the door-yard of almost ever 

taste in the country, It is a matter which gentle- 
men of taste may foster with their private means, 
but that the American Government shall engage 
in such matters is an idea against which I desire 
to enter my protest. It is nota legitimate function 
of she Government, and does not fall within its 
sphere anil duties. And if we are to go into these 
matiers at all, why not collect a menagerie of rare 


lady of || flowers, for which we have to make annual appro- 
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_ garden, to be daily fed for the gratification of the 
_ multitude? I am opposed to this whole system. 
_ As for this collection of plants, 1 would vote this 
| instant to give every one of them to any gentleman 
of taste who would take care of them. It is only 
another opportunity for the exhibition of the be- 
setting sin of this Government—patronage. It is 
2 sin that is sapping the foundations of this Gov- 
ernment more effectually than all other causes put 
together—the great, overwhelming, all-absorbing 
question which now agitates the country from one 
extreme to the other, not excepted. It is the duty 
_ of Congress, in my opinion, to apply the axe to 
the root of this wherever it can be got at. Already 
| the Government has patronage enough to destroy 
/any Administration. Il regard this green-house 
| business as but another opportunity for the be- 
stowal of patronage, and shall oppose it accord- 
| ingly. As I said before, 1 would be willing to 


| keep them. The Smithsonian Institution, to whom 
| they have been offered, refuse to take them. And 
| as for the Government engaging in this botanical 
| pursuit, there is no more propriety in it than that 
| they should engage in the culture of wheat or any 

other product of agriculture. I hope, therefore, 
| the amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. PEARCE. I confess, Mr. President, that 
my mind has not been disturbed, as the mind of 
the Senator from New York seems to have been, 

' by those gloomy apprehensions, those horrid spec- 
tres, stalking about in the shape of a few innocent 
\flowers. I had not supposed that these quiet 
| flowers could have given rise to such a horrid fancy 
as that of the disruption of the Government. I 
shall insist on my amendment as far as | can; and 
| I beg leave to call the attention of the Senate to 
| the origin of this collection of plants and flowers, 
| They are not preserved merely on account of their 
| beauty; that is not the reason for their preserva- 


| ment which I am instructed to offer, I shall have 
| to invoke the shade of General Jackson, though l 
| do not want to disturb the repose of the old hero. 
I confess that whatever may have been the nature 
of General Jackson’s political acts, | have always 
entertained a high regard for his opinions in regard 
to some subjects; | never saw any reason to find 
fault with his liberality of spirit. We all know 
| that the Exploring Expedition, if it did not owe 
its origin, owed, at all events, its successful prose- 
cution to him, and to him alone. IL know some- 
thing of the history of that expedition myself. It 
was sent out under the auspices of General Jack- 
son, to.prosecute topographical surveys of great 
interest to this country. He connected with it 
that which I trust the liberal mind of the Senator 
from New York will not object to—the prosecu- 
tion of certain inquiries in natural history, botany, 
| geology; and a corps of savans were selected to 
curry out the design. Among other collections 
that were made, there was the botanical collection; 
and by the act of 1842, the Joint Committee on 
the Library were directed to have the results of 
the expedition prepared for publication. A num- 
ber of reports have consequently been prepared 
and published. The botanical reports are those 
that are the most behind; but some of the most 
distinguished botanists in this country have been 
engaged to assist in their preparation, and they 
will soon bring the work to a termination. It is 
made the duty of the Library Committee to attend 
to their preparation. I do not think that the ob- 
jection of the Senator from New York derives any 
| force from the fact that this work was to be done 
by authority of the confederated Government of 
thirty States. Whether confederated or consoli- 
|| dated, Ldo not think it makes his argument strong- 
_er or weaker. I do not see anything in it so re- 
‘| markably incompatible with the duty of this 
| Government, as the gentleman seems to imagine. 
|| The Senator would perhaps prefer to look upon 
|| barren wastes around this Capitol, rather than on 
|| the verdant lawn, ornamented so beautifully with 


| 





| priations, the same in kind as the one now asked 
| for, though not, perhaps, so meritorious.. 1 have 
| never heard any Senator state that he was desiroug 
_ of rooting up the flowers and plants around our 
| Capitol grounds, which gladden the eye and make 
|| cheerful the walks that lead from one part of them 
} to the other; or suggest \hat any great constitu- 
|| tional reform was to be accomplished in that way. 























| series of subjects which I desire to get ri 
| is unnecessary, and in my judgment w 


| create places to be bestowed upon 












April 15, 
Mr. DICKINSON. This is not very. 


tant matter, [ admit; nevertheless it ie IM por. 


One of a 
d of, It 


this Government to be engaged in s ONG: for 
To ornament and beautify the ome 
Capitol is entirely a different affair; it appr ms 
ately belongs to this Government to ta e a 
the public grounds, and to make them an ae 
place of recreation for the people from all pate 
the Union. Not so with green-houses and co s 
vatories; with these the Government 
to do; it can tend to no advantage, 


er. 
has Nothing 
unless it be :, 
favorites, and 
Patronage of 
Sratulate the 


thus increase the already extended 
the Government. But I must con 
honorable Senator from Maryland on having, ; 

that Jackson is far removed from the ecenes of 
time and sense, all at once discovered that = 
opinions are exceedingly valuable. | hope t} . 
my friend will not only adopt some of the we. 
ions of Jackson, but that he will adopt all of them, 
And if he should do so in this age of progress i 
— not be a circumstance at all to be wondered 

Since T have been in Congress, the amount of 
appropriations that have been made for this 
house is sufficient to have reproduced the gar. 
den of Eden, all save its inhabitants. [A Jayoh 
It is a small affair, | grant; but I here declare my 
intention to oppose everything of the kind, | 
should not object to the collecting and bringins 
home of rare plants and animals, at the expense of 
the Government, but what I do object to is the 
creating of conservatories and nurseries, to be 
placed in the charge of superintendents, thereby in. 
creasing the patronage of the Government unne- 
cessarily. I do not mean to say that it is as yet, 
great and overshadowing patronage, but it may 
become so. It is for these reasons that I amo 
posed to this amendment. 

Mr. HALE. At the present time, sir, the pube 
lic mind is a good deal agitated upon certain sub. 
jects, and in the course of duty that | have to 
pursue in presenting my own views with regard 
to some of them, I often subject myself to censure 
from some sources which I would deprecate, and 
it makes me exceedingly cautious how | venture 
upon any ground of that sort unless absolutely 
compelled to doso. The Senator fron New York 
has stated his belief that it is improper for a con- 
federate republic of thirty States to have anything 
todo with green-houses. Now I desire, and I do 
not mean to treat this subject lightly, to have the 
Senator point out—and if he will do so satisfac- 
torily I will certainly go with him—the danger 
that is likely to accrue to the Union of these States 
from the existence of these green-houses. 

The Senator seems to have a strong aversion to 
green-houses. Is there anything in the color 
that excites the gentleman’s antipathy? I beg 
that he will do me the favor to point out what 
peculiar danger is to be apprehended from the 
preservation of these flowers, for I assure the 
Senator I have a passion for flowers. Ani | 
would like to go in favor of them, if there is no 
real danger threatening the Union in consequence 
of their preservation; if there be, I shall be com- 
pelled, however much I admire them, to go against 
them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will answer the Senator 
with great pleasure. One reason why the main- 
tenance of these green-houses, which are so attrac- 
tive to the honorable gentleman, should be discon- 
tinued, is, that | am afraid they will draw his atten 
tion away from a different sort of color. [A !augh.| 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 wish to call the 
attention of the Senate to the fact, that the Join! 
Committee on the Library, in introducing this 
proposition, have introduced nothing new in this 
Government—nothing that was not known and 
recognized as legitimately belonging to the acto 
of this Government. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Certainly not. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘The fact as stated by the Sent 
tor from Maryland is, that it is merely props 
to preserve property that was brought home by tht 
Exploring Expedition. And this appropriation 8 
asked for on the gronnd that the original post" 
of the green-house interfered with the propo 
extension of the Patent Office building, and that" 
was necessary that it should be removed. ‘Tv 
question for the Senate to determine is, whethet 
they will make the appropriation for remov' 


reen- 
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or. cred, OF whether they will abandon them, and || has been made with Englan —an arrangement clerks required, and if they deem it necessary that 
fy iy them go to waste? Ido not know when the | which is highly beneficial to the commercial inter- || other clerks should be added, then give them the 
It rotanical part of the text of the Exploring Expe- | ests of the country, which devolves agreat deal of | necessary addition. Hold the heads of the de- 
for jition will be completed, but until completed the | labor upon the department; and there is not suffi- || partments responsible for uncalled-for exercise of 
rs, iants should be preserved, for they are essentially | cient force to do the work. I called on the Post- | this power, and when they say they wanta cer- 
he necessary tO those who write out the history from | master General, and also upon the Assistant Post- || tain amount of money to tarry out the purposes 
rie ape resuilts of the expedition. It was in this way || master General, and upon the Chief Clerk, and | of the Government, they shall have my codpera- ’ 
of sat the present establishment grew up, and be- | devoted a good deal of time to the examination of | tion to furnish them what “- need. 
ble yond that it has not extended. I must be permit- | this matter, and ascertained beyond a doubt that || Our national legislation will be embarrassed by 
of ed to say, with all deference to the honorable | the business could not be done with the present || any endeavors to resist the policy of the General 
er. geqator from New York, that it is not a new thing | force that is employed in the department. I do | Government upon questions of public utility which 
bg that is proposed: the subject is known to have been || not believe there is any department of the Gov- “ have pledged themselves to carry out. We 
to arly recognized as legitimately belonging to this || ernment where there is so much labor performed || will scrutinize them, and keep them within bounds; 
nd Gaernment; there was In the assignment of the || as is performed by the clerks in that department. || and so long as they remain within reasonable 
of Vic grounds to particular objects, a plan fora || I reported this bill some time ago, and should | bounds, so long should we give them what they ask. 
he ‘otanical garden, to be established in the public || have called on the Senate to adopt it as a separate || That shall be my line of policy on that point. I 
Ww ound extending from the west gate of the Capitol || measure, but two reasons have induced me to offer | do not intend to make issue on this question of 
of ip the Washington canal. That ground was desig- || it as an amendment to this bill. One is, we have || clerkships; it is a matter of but slight importance. 
his nated for a botanical garden. But, like the Senator || a subject before us which has absorbed nearly the | To grant assistance in the way of clerks to this 
rat fom New York, I take no great interest in this || whole time of the Senate, and there is no proba- en is necessary—to resist the call for such 
- sion. The Library Committee, having charge || bility of procuring the cones of any measure || aid is not necessary. I look forward to the da 
™ of the subject, felt bound to present a proposition || until towards the close of the session. And an- | when the whole Post Office establishment will 
sit for preserving these plants and flowers, and they |/ other reason is, that at this very moment there is || topple over by its own weight, and be entirely 
ed havedone so. They are, as I have already said, || a very large amount of business devolving on the | done away with. The whole business of leiter 
requisite to be referred to by those who have it in || Post Office Department. It is the time for making || carrying could be performed more cheaply, more 
of charge to prepare the text of the Exploring Ex- || contracts; the contractors are here awaiting the |) efficiently, and more rapidly by private express 
a sedition. Beyond that, | suppose they have no || renewal of their contracts; and, owing to the in- || than it Is now by the Post Office establishment. 
connection with the duties of the Library Com- || sufficient force that is employed in the department, || Under the express system, you may take your 
h.) mittee; and beyond that, it will be for Congress to || they are kept here upon expense for a considerable || watch from your pocket, and send it to the re- 
ny assign them to whomsoever they please. time, and in the mean time the mail transportation | motest part of the country without fear of its loss 
, Mr. DICKINSON. I agree with the Senator || throughout the country is considerably deranged. | or detention; but by the Post Office establishment 
ng fom Mississippi that it will be well to preserve I hope, therefore, the Senate will excuse any || this cannot be done. It would not do to abolish 
of these plants until the text is written out. informality there may be in offering this proposi- || the system now, because of its beneficial opera- 
he Mr. DAVIS. They will have to be remgqved in || tion as an amendment to this bill, in considera- || tion in the new settlements of this country. When 
be order to be preserved. tion of the circumstances. It may be considered || this country becomes more thickly populated, 
a Mr. DICKINSON. It is only necessary that || by some Senator a large increase to be made at) private enterprise will then get rid of one of the 
» their preservation should be temporary. There is || once; but! assure you, sir, that | have not brought || most complicated departments of this Government. 
te no necessity for building up a permanent green- || forward the proposition without a most thorough || At present we must allow the department to move 
ay house establishment. examination into the condition of the department; || on with what efficiency itmay. We must, if the 
- Mr. HALE. ‘The remarks of the Senator from || and the result of that examination and investigation || need more clerks, give them more. But l think . 
New York have convinced me of the contrary to || is a thorough conviction that a due regard to the || the number asked for too large, and I know that 
ag what he intended. Instead of convincing me of || public service demands this amount of increase in || under the last Administration they did not expe- 
» the impropriety of going in favor of the amend- || the force of the department. There is no man }, rience any very serious inconvenience because of 
7 ment, he has convinced me of the propriety of || who would go further to check an unnecessary || a want of cierks. I prefer, tow, that it should 
urd going for it; and that upon the grounds which I || extension of the peernengs of any department of @come in some other shape, and not be connected 
~ have suggested, because the honorable Senator || the Government than I would; for I regard an ex- || with this bill; but as the gentleman has seen fit to 
at thinks it will divert my attention from black to || tended patronage as a source of evil; yet, at the || offer it here, I will offer no strenuous opposition 
aly green, That is just what the great intellects of the || same time, I think it is a false economy to curtail || to it. 


k country are aigning at—the object which the wisest 
or men of the country are striving to accomplish. 
The favorite design of those who are laying their 
4 gifts on the altar of patriotism, is to divert the pub- 
: lic attention from the black race. The honorable 
Senator says that these green-houses will divert 
attention from the blacks; if so, why, of course, 
the purpose of all will be accomplished. I shall 
certainly then vote for the amendment. 


the force in any of the departments, so that such Mr. RUSK. I would state to the Senator from 
department cannot accomplish the purposes con- | New York that I not only investigated this matter 
templated in its formation. The expense is noth- | at the Post Office, but I have also a letter from 
ing compared with the sacrifice of the public in- |, the Postmaster General stating the necessity for 
terests that must accrue, if you, from a false idea || this additional number of clerks; and one from the 
of economy, withhold the necessary means of || Assistant Postmaster General, than whom I do 
carrying out the main intention in the establish- || not believe there is a better officer anywhere. 
ment of a department such as that of the Post |, The letters accompany the report, and have not 
Office. It is certainly a most important branch of || yet been printed. These letters will be printed 





i Mr. KING. Upon whose estimate is it that || the public service; it is one in which every city, || with the report. This addition is asked for, after 
re $5,000 have been inserted Fares ; town, village, and hamlet is interested, and I feel || a full investigation of the matter, and from a sin- 
or _ Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will answer the || confident that, under all the circumstances, the || cere conviction that such an addition is necessary 
hat inquiry of the honorable Senator from: Alabama. || Senate will see the propriety of permitting the || to the faithful discharge of the public duties. In 
in The amount is based upon the estimate that has pieweeon to be appended to this bill. California || regard to clerkships, | would say that it is a false 
the been made by the architect of the public buildings, || being just about to come into the Union, and an || economy to restrict the number below that which 
dt and assented to by the Commissioner of Public || immense emigration setting in that direction, it || is demanded by the public service. It is like 
no Buildings, as necessary for the pulling down of the || will be necessary to create facilities for mail trans- || going to war and killing women and children; it 
a present building, the erection of another, on the || portation to a greater extent than now exist; and || is doing a wrong for which there is no possible 
sa plainest plan consistent with security and dura- || it does seem to me that, under all the circum- || pretext. 

at bility, and the removal of the plants, and all the stances, a due regard to the-interests of the public Mr. FOOTE. I have had no opportunity of 
| other steps necessary to be taken for their pre- || requires that this additional force should be granted. || examining this matter, but I certainly take it for 
= servation, r. DICKINSON. I should much weed gis granted that my honorable friend from Texas, 
Aine The amendment was agreed to. ferred to have seen this amendment introduced by || having investigat:d this subject thoroughly, is 
wnt Mr. RUSK. I now ask leave to offer the fol- || the honorable Senator in some other form, or in || entitled to respec in reference to the views which 
ron lowing amendment, as an additional provision of || another bill; but as he seems to think that public || he has stated in our hearing in so cogent a manner; 
ten the bill; duty requires it, if the Senate concur in voting for || and, basing my ation upon his authority, | shall 
ch.} pid be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General || its connection to this bill, it shall be admitted there || certainly vote with him; at the same time I feel 
the deniciokslo ont eee io bes oad ee ea without any complaint from me. I would prefer | bound to state that the mail facilities in the part of 
sles cach at an annual salary of $1 400; tight clerke each at an || tat no amendment not strictly belonging to the || the Union where | reside are very meager, and 
this annual salary of $1,200; and seven clerks each at an annual || deficiency bill should be annexed to it. [ would || utterly inadequate to the correspondence of the 


this wan and one additional watchman, at a salary 
tion Mr. RUSK. I would not trouble the Senate 
. with a single remark in explanation of this amend- 

ment, if l had been able to get the report which I 
an ey on this subject some weeks ago, and which 
a 4s not yet been printed. The Post Office Depart- 
the ment has been going on something like thirteen 
ait years without any increase in the number of clerks 
‘tion employed in that department. During that time 
osed ME &'e2" increase has taken place in the number and 
ar —_ of the mail-routes, and several thousand ad- 
The ‘onal post offices have been established through- 
thet out the country, which have necessarily occasioned 
ving “Very great increase of the business of the depart- 


| country. Their present condition is somewhat 
| better than at former periods, though we do not 
bill. While upon this point, | wish to be under- || enjoy the mail facilities which other parts of the 
stood as desiring to treat the present Administra- || Union are in possession of. It 1s a subject requir- 
tion, to whom I am politically opposed, in a fair || ing the serious consideration of the Post Office 
and honorable manner. I shall make no opposi- || Department. I think there ts very little danger of 
tion to the course of policy they may see fit to| this Post Office fabric tumbling over; the main 
adopt in carrying forward the necessary legisla- | danger is in extending it too much at the top with- 
tion of the Government. 1 make no war on the | out widening the foundation, For one, I am un- 

ystem of clerkships; when I do resist the opera- || willing to multiply the amount of the Post Office 
tion of a sysiem, it must be one worth resistung— | patronage; and asl apprehend that this tumble- 
one that is overshadowing the country for evil, un- | into-ritins will not occur very speedily, I trust that 
soundrin firance, and unnecessary ia action, and | all requisite assistance will be aiforded, so that the 
leading to improper results, I conceive that the || business of the department may move forward 
true course to be pursued is to allow the head of |; efficiently. 


not allow myself to make any amendments that | 
were not necessarily connected with the deficiency | 
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Committee, to tring forward a plan before the 
close of the session by which mail facilities in the 
different parts cf the Union shall not depend on 
the choice or euprice of the Postmaster General. 
The difficulty ‘nat we labor under in this respect 
is the discretion that has been given to him under 
the former law. I propose, at the proper time, to 
bring forward a bill to remedy this defect. 

Mr. KING. I take it for granted that the busi- 
ness of the Post Office Department requires addi- 
tional clerks. The statement of the Senator from 
Texas, 80 {gr as that is concerned, is entirely sat- 
isfactory. Additional assistance is required at 
this department, to enable them to get through the 
business, which has very greatly increased of late, 
by reason of the extension of mail-routes, and also 
by reason of the newly-formed postal arrangements 
with Great Britain. If there is a presure upon the 
department at the present moment, owing to the 
contracts that are to be made, and other causes, I 
see no reason io they should not be granted 
temporarily, and when a bill comes up for making 
a general reorganization of the department it would 
be time enough to provide for the permanent in- 
crease of the force employed in that department. 
That, it appears to me, is the proper course to be 

ursued. do not intend to throw any obstacle 
in the way of affording the assistance required; 
but I think any addition that is made at present to 
the force employed in the department should be 
temporarily made, with a view of extricating the 
department from its present embarrassment, leav- 


and in what manner an increase shall be made— 
when we shall be prepared to act deliberately, and 
upon a thorough investigation of all the circum- 
stances connected with the proper discharge of the 
duties connected with that department. If we were 
to make provision for permanent appointments 
* now, we would not be able to free ourselves from 


shall have been brought up. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 believe, with. the Senator 
from Texas, that additional force in the Post Office 
Department is necessary, and | will very briefly 
state why I think so. ‘The department was reor- 
ganized in 1836—it was established and fixed by 
law at that time. The Postmaster General at that 
veriod was Mr. Amos Kendall, a gentleman who, 
Cowenes politically odious he may be to a portion 
of the people of this country, must be admitted to 
have possessed great vigor and activity of mind, 
and to have been a very laborious public officer. 
At the very moment the department went into 
operation he found that there had not been a 
sufficient number of clerks provided, and he im- 
mediately employed seven additional temporary 
clerks, and they were paid from time to time un- 
der the provisions of acts of Congress. That was 
in 1836. Since that period the number of 
offices in this country has been increased from 
eleven to seventeen thousand. The correspond- 
ence of the country has of course vastly increased ; 
the business of the inspection offices and the busi- 
ness of the contract offices have increased; the 
number of post routes has been increased; the 
business of the dead-letter office has increased; 
and within the last year there has been an amount 
of business thrown upon that department which 
very few gentlemen are aware of, except those 
who have taken the trouble io investigate the sub- 
ject. It will be recollected that in 1848 we entered 
into a postal arrangement with Great Britain, 
which was not carried into effect until the 4th of 
March last. Now, during a great part of the time 
we have had steamers running once a fortnight, 
and sometimes once a week, and these steamers 
carried from fort} thousarid to sixty thousand let- 
ters. Under the postal arrangement letters going 
to England might be either prepaid or wholly un- 
paid. This arrangement has given rise to a great 
increase of business, because we are bound to keep 
an account of the postage upon foreign letters par- 
ticularly, in order that we may settle our accounts 
properly with England. This arrangement throws 
a yast amount of business on the dead-letter of- 
fice, for there is a large number of letters received 
by every mail that do not reach their destination; 
and these letters have not only to be opened and 
examined, but an account must be kept of them, 
and they must be returned to the Post Office in 
Great Britain as vouchers that the postage has not 
been received by us, for we are charged with 





ing it to be determined hereafter, to what extent | 


the additional number of clerks when the work || 


ost | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. RUSK. I mean, as one of the Post Office postage upon them. This occasions a great amount || The matter should have a 


| of business. And the mails that are dispatched to | 


| California are no small matter; and you will recol- 
lect that we made a postal arrangement a short 
| time ago with the Government of New Granada, 
| by which we agreed to pay twenty dollars for the 
first one hundred pounds of mailable matter, and 
_twelve dollars for every succeeding hundred 
| pounds. 


/ofahat. How is it now? 
immense mails. t 
| bags, each containing a hundred pounds of mai 

|| able matter, comes in each of the California steam- 
| ence ia increasing. 


| that purpose he was obliged to dispense with cer- 


| considered very important. Until the press of 





| different postmasters to re 


| was very necessary for obvious reasons. 


| 


At that time every mail transmitted | 
| across the Isthmus might be carried in the crown | 
Every steamer brings | 
As many as sixty and oe 


| ers, and we all know how rapidly the correspond- | 
It takes four clerks to assort | 
| the letters of those mails that arrive here alone. | 
| It was the policy of Mr. Johnson, the Postmaster | 

General, who was a great economist, to cut down | 
|| the expenses as much as possible, so as not to | 
| exceed the limits of the appropriation; and for | 


| tain arrangements of the Post Office, which were | 
|| business became too great, the rule was for the | 


pet every arrival. This | 
If the | 


| postmaster’s duty 1s to make a report of every | 


|| arrival, it may be done; but if onl 
| failures, it may not be done. 

| reporting all the arrivals should be resumed; but 
| the force of the department for some years has 
1 been incompetent to discharge that duty. 


to report the 


| 


| exist between this country and Great Britain; but, 
|| for the want of an adequate force, the Postmaster 


|| proposition. 
Owing, then, to this pressure of business, this 
addition to the number of clerks is now asked for. 


to every member of the Senate. 


are to be thus permanently employed, I think we 


ment at once. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
there is already in the deficiency bill a very large 
increase of appropriations for clerks in many of the 





to the sum of $14,568. 
measure to the transfer of business, which took 
place under a law of last session, to a new depart- 
ment and bureau, which transfer has been made the 
pretext for employing a very large number of ad- 
ditional clerks. 1 really think there must be some- 
thing in the atmosphere, some epidemic leading to 
an increase of clerks. The whole matter demands 


| into. In nothing have the operations of the Gov- 
| ernment been less equal than in the salaries and the 


the number been so large, and the salaries so libe- 
| ral, as in the Post Office Department. The older 
| bureaus and offices of the Government were estab- 
| lished ander a much more economical mode of pro- 
|| ceeding. They had low salaries established, but 
| this department, being one of modern organiza- 
|| tion, has established salaries according to modern 
|| notions; according to the notions which existed at 
|| the time it was created; 1 think the whole sub- 
| ject requires revision; and | attempted to bring 
| the whole subject before the Senate at the last ses- 
| sion. I think that the salaries in public offices 
| should be graduated according to the value of the 








tion to the amount of duty performed. I do not 
| understand this as coming from the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir, the committee author- 
ized the report upon which this proposition was 
founded. 

Mr. DAVIS. That certainly gives it a claim to 
consideration. I should like very much to accord 
with the Senator from Texas on this subject, for 

| he is generally right. But I think we are called 


| upon to scrutinize this matter before we agree to | 
this increase in the number of clerks, which is | 
not justified by any existing provision of law. 


| General has been obliged to turn a deaf.ear to the | 


he practice of | 


In ad- | 
dition to this, I may state that it has been proposed | 
|| to this Government by the Prussian Government | 
to establish the same postal arrangements that | 


That permanent offices should be added to the | 
Post Office Department | think must be manifest : 
If we are to pass | 
Pa law providing for the temporary employment of | 
| these clerks, they will, by their continued employ- | 
| ment, become permanently engaged; and if they | 
| might as well authorize their permanent employ- | 
I perceive that | 


departments, amounting in one section of the bill | 
This is owing in a great | 


| scrutiny, and before action should be examined | 


|| employment of clerks; and in no department has | 


services rendered. They should be in propor- | 
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thoro i ivati 
before we apa upon it. = snvestigation 
Mr. RUSK. | dislike very much to 
the time of the Senate, but the honorable 
from Mississippi has certainly not comprehend 
= remark when I stated the fact that upon ey 
subject I had gone into a thorough investigati . 
that I had had an interview with the Posim, Pi 
General, and that I had his letter, and alec the 
letter of the Assistant Postmaster Genera] and 
that of the Chief Clerk of the department, all 
curring in the recommendation for the Sins, 


Senator 


| ment of the additional number of clerks which j, 


here proposed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not mista 
the honorable Senator’s position. I understood 
him, that it was not his own suggestion, but that 
of the Postmaster General; and T wil go further 
and say that [ feared it was rather the goodness 
of his heart than any other cause which led hin 
to adopt the suggestion, 

Mr. RUSK. ‘I did not stop there, for T went 
into a minute examination of the whole affair 
I have a letter from the Postmaster General and 
his assistant, and I have conversed personally with 
many of the officers of the department who are 
well acquainted with its wants. I would say, | 
was rather more particular to satisfy myself, . 
cause this $16,000 goes to a department which | 
voted against. 

Mr. DAVIS. I voted for it, but I voted for jt 
under a Jaw; and I am now trying to bring it back 
to the law for which I voted. 

Mr. RUSK. Perhaps I was wrong and the 
Senator*from Mississippi right in that, but I hope 
he will not charge it as a sin against the Committee 
on the Post Office. 

Mr. DAVIS. Notatall. I have not done so, 

Mr. RUSK. I have examined the law of 1836~ 
the law under which the Post Office Department 
was established; at that time we had about ten 
thousand post offices in the United States. There 
are now eee of seventeen thousand. This 
amount will be increased shortly to a thousand 
more; so that when we take into consideration the 
very considerable amount of business which has 
devolved upon the General Post Office here, and 
also, as has been stated by the Senator from 
Maryland, resulting from the postal arrangement 
with Great Britain, it is important that this ad- 
|, dition should be made. We are expending some 
| $4,000,000 or $5,000,000 annually in carrying on 
the business of this department, and it really ap- 
pears that its business should not be obstructed 
for the want of the small appropriation of thirty 
| or forty thousand dollars which is here asked for, 
| and which is absolutely necessary for carrying on 
| the business of the department properly. 
| Mr. BRADBURY. Will the Senator from 

Texas inform me in what branch of the Post 
Office Department these clerks are wanted ? 

Mr. RUSK. 1 did not examine into that mat- 

| ter very fully. There are some wanting in the 





Auditor’s department, however. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Texas 
has informed me, that there is a/necessity for 
clerks in the Auditor’s office; and I think it s 
probable that two or three clerks may be wanted 
there. Sir, there is one fact of which | amas 
sured, in relation to this matter; which is, that, 
under the Auditor who last held that office, the 
business was brought up entirely and perfectly. | 
think it likely some additional clerks are wanted 
| for the Post Office Department, and I am willing that 
a sufficient number shall be added; but all must 
be aware of one fact, that when we once make an 
addition of permanent clerks, we can never retrace 
our steps; and those clerks become permanent 
clerks in that department. I think, too, that the 
number asked for is too large; and that, under the 
circumstances, Congress should be informed, eithet 
by the Postmaster General, or the committee hav- 
ing charge of the subject, for what branch of the 
service those clerks are needed. 1 hope we shall 
pause before we fix this permanent matter of twet 
|| ty additional clerks; and, instead of having (ht 
| number, that we make provision for tempor’ 
clerks, until we can ascertain how many are act” 
ally necessary. 1 protest against this mode | 
legislation, by which we are called upon to legi* 
late in the dark on this subject, without know 
ing how many are actually wanted in the depsr 
ment. I do not know but that it is perfectly 
‘| useless to say a word against any expenditre 
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